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PURPOSE

The Center for the Study of Religion at Princeton University was founded in 
1999 to encourage greater intellectual exchange and interdisciplinary schol-
arly studies about religion among faculty and students in the humanities and 
social sciences. The Center is committed to scholarly research and teaching 
that examines religion comparatively and empirically in its diverse historical 
and contemporary manifestations. It aims to facilitate understanding of reli-
gion through a program of support for Princeton faculty to pursue teaching, 
research, and public event planning; awards for Princeton graduate students 
to complete dissertation research and undergraduate students to write se-
nior theses and junior papers; two interdisciplinary seminars; undergradu-
ate courses; public lectures and conferences; and opportunities for visiting 
scholars to affiliate with the Center. 



Members of the Religion and Culture Seminar
Members of the Religion and Public Life  Seminar
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PROGRAMSPROGRAMS
The Center offers two weekly interdisciplinary seminars that bring together faculty, postdoctoral and affiliate fel-
lows, graduate student fellows, and other graduate students to present and discuss research in progress. Papers are 
prepared and distributed in advance of each week’s meeting. Participants in these seminars develop a level of trust 
that allows them to share the challenges of writing and offer each other supportive yet critical feedback.

Religion and Culture Seminar
Led this year by Assistant Professor of Religion Jessica Delgado the Religion and Culture Workshop brings to-
gether researchers working on historical, ethnographic, and normative aspects of religion. Approaches vary, but 
participants’ work examines the relation between religion and its wider context, whether that context is construed 
in literary, cultural, anthropological, philosophical, artistic, or other terms. Topics and presenters for 2015-2016 
were:

•• “Man on Glacier” and “The Solitary Traveller Re-
turns: Woolf ’s Dialectic of Dream and Wakeful-
ness,” Matthew Spellberg

•• “The Rhetoric of Cerebral Vulnerability” and “The 
Care of the Brain in Early Christianity,” Jessica 
Wright

•• “Laws for the Covenanted People: Relations and 
Norms in Political Crisis” and “The Goods of Con-
sociation: Althusius on Law and Covenant,” David 
Henreckson

•• “In, But Not Of The World: Conceptions of Space 
and Belonging for Women and Youth in Tivoli Gar-
dens” and “‘I am a Promise’: Stigma, Faith, and Sal-
vation in Tivoli Gardens,” Kijan Bloomfield Max-
am

•• “Literary ‘Fundamentalism:’ Poetry, the Bible, and 
Hermeneutic Tactics” and “Matthew Arnold’s Bib-
lical Hermeneutics: The Power-Play of Tact,” Carl 
Adair

•• “A ‘Day’ in the Japanese Hospice” and “Healthy Re-
ligion: Medical Welfare and the Birth of Hospice 
Care in Japan,” Timothy Benedict

•• “If  Any Will Not Work, Neither Let Him Eat: Eu-
genic Charity in the United States” and “Born Right 
the First Time: Oscar McCulloch, Eugenics, and 
Christian Nurture,” Irene Elizabeth Stroud

•• “Hermann Cohen and the Neo-Kantian Origins of 
the I-Thou Relationship” and “Intersubjectivity and 
the Relationship between Religion and Ethics in 
Hermann Cohen” Shira Billet

•• “Salvation for the Dead: Reconsidering 
the Role of King Enma in the Shōjūraigōji Six 
Paths Scrolls” and “The Shōjūraigōji Six Path 
Paintings and Visual Narratives of Salvation 
from Hell in Medieval Japan,” Miriam Chusid

•• “Sciences of the Family in American 
Religion” and “Sterilization for God and Coun-
try in Twentieth-Century Canadian Eugenics,” 
Brendan Pietsch

•• “Goddess Rising: Dianic Wicca, Wom-
en-Centered Spirituality, and Lesbian National-
ism, 1971-1985,” Daniel Rivers

•• “Mujeres Divorciadas, Presas, y Arre-
pentidas: Cloistering Practices for ‘Other’ Wom-
en,” Jessica Delgado

Religion and Public Life Seminar
Center Director and Professor of Sociology Robert Wuthnow leads this weekly interdisciplinary seminar that 
brings together scholars engaged in research dealing with the relationships between religion and public policy 
or between religion and contemporary social issues more generally. Topics and presenters for 2015-2016 were:

••  “After Syria: Communal Religion and Democracy 
in 2014 Lebanon” and “Religion and Tolerance in 
the Arab World,” Mike Hoffman

•• “Upward Christian Soldiers: The Evangelization of 
the United States Air Force Academy” and “Mak-
ing Jesus Springs: Evangelicalism and Boosterism in 
Colorado Springs,” William Schultz

•• “Between Tradition, Academia, and the State: 
Schooling Buddhist Monastics in the Contemporary 
People’s Republic of China” and “Chinese Buddhist 
Seminaries Under Communism,” Douglas Gildow

•• “Sacred Schooling:  Morality, Law, and Secularism 
in U.S. Public Schools, 1957-1992” and “‘Loving thy 
Neighbor’ in New York City Public Schools: Moral 
Values and Juvenile Delinquency Prevention in the 
1950s-60s,” Leslie Ribovich 

•• “The Marriage Monopoly: Family Law in Israel” and 
“Homespun Truths: Domestic Subterfuge, Ficti-
tious Kin, and Israel’s Religious Courts,” Alexander 
Wamboldt

•• “The Princeton Faith 
and Work Initiative,” 
David Miller, Dennis 
LoRusso and Michael 
Thate

•• “A Loftier Race:  Amer-
ican Liberal Protestants 
and Eugenics, 1877-
1930” and “‘Born Right 
the First Time’: Oscar 
McCulloch, Eugenics, 
and Christian Nurture,” 
Beth Stroud

•• “Parental Religiosity and 
Children’s Pro-Social 
Behavior” Paper Propos-

al, Samantha Jaroszewski

•• “Saints in the Streets: Neighborhood Memory and 
Ethnic Geography” and “Manhood and Masculinity 
at the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,” Alyssa 
Maldonado

•• “Seeking Abortion at Home and Abroad: Reproduc-
tive Rights, Religious Politics, and the Clergy Con-
sultation Service, 1965-1973,” Gillian Frank

•• “Sacred Commerce: Rhetorics of Spiritual Neoliberal-
ism in a West Coast Coffee Chain,” Dennis LoRusso

•• “It’s about the Journey: Spirituality as an Aspiration-
al Identity,” Erin Johnston

•• “Boundaries of Belonging: Religion, Ethnicity and 
National Identity in Fiji,” Jessamin Birdsall

•• “An Anachronism in the African Jungle? Reassessing 
Albert Schweitzer’s African Legacy,” Michael Thate

•• “Confucian and Protestant Ethics and the Spirit of 
Capitalism in Wenzhou,” Grace Tien
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Buddhist Studies Workshop
Enriching the Center’s weekly seminar offerings is the Buddhist Studies Workshop, which meets periodically 
throughout the year. The Buddhist Studies Workshop began in 1998 as an interdisciplinary forum for new scholar-
ly work on Buddhism. It is designed to bring together people from different departments (Anthropology, Art and 
Archaeology, Comparative Literature, East Asian Studies, History, Religion, Sociology) to discuss common topics. 
Workshop events are co-sponsored by the Program in East Asian Studies, the Tang Center for East Asian Art, the 
Department of Religion, and the Office of Religious Life. The 2015-2016 year included one large-scale internation-
al conference, two symposia, and two lectures.  For details, please see page 37 of the Events section.

Writing Workshop
The Center began a new offering this year: a silent writing workshop. Each Monday morning from 9:00 a.m. until 
noon, graduate students, fellows, and faculty gather together in the 5 Ivy Lane Seminar Room to write. After stat-
ing their writing goals for the day, the writers work in silence, huddled over cups of coffee and laptop computers 
and basking in each other’s supportive presence.   

Buddhist Manuscript Cultures Conference Participants

“I have benefitted tremendously from the 
CSR’s weekly writing group—without it, 
my dissertation writing process would 
be much slower and much lonelier! My 
fellow writers have been so supportive 
and helpful.” 

Leslie Ribovich
Religion and Public Life 
Graduate Student Fellow

“I chose this topic because I 
would have loved to have this 
course when I was in college 
— but there was nothing like 
it! [It] starts by asking what we 
know about Jesus historically, 
and then goes into art, music, 
poems, film — an enormous 
range from which to choose.” 

Elaine Pagels
Harrington Spear Paine Foun-
dation Professor of Religion

FRS 109 “Who was or is Jesus?” taught by Elaine Pa-
gels, Religion, Fall 2015 Freshman Seminar 

What do we actually know about the most famous man 
in Western culture? What are the sources of our infor-
mation — or impressions — about Jesus? In this semi-
nar, we investigate the earliest sources — both positive 
and negative, since none are neutral! — first, the four 
gospels in the New Testament, then what Jewish and Ro-
man historians say about Jesus. We also investigate an-
cient gospels nearly unknown, since they were censored 
by church leaders. These include the recently discovered 
Gospel of Thomas and Gospel of Mary Magdalene. Then 
we explore the enormous range of ways that various 
people, Christian or not, have interpreted Jesus: who he 
was and what he and his message means for them in 
art, poetry, theology, fiction, films, and video from the 
first century through the 21st, including, for example, 
Leonardo Da Vinci, Dostoevsky, Van Gogh, Nietzsche, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Martin Scorsese. Partici-
pants were encouraged to bring in other examples to 
share with seminar members.

FRS 110 “What is Authority?” taught by Seth Perry, 
Religion, Spring 2016 Freshman Seminar

What is authority? What does it mean to find a person, 
a text, or an institution authoritative? How does a per-
son or a book or an institution get to be an authority? 
How do different spheres of authority — religious, po-
litical, social, personal — interact with one another? 
What are authority’s abilities, and what are its limits? In 
this course, we begin by investigating these questions 
broadly and then narrow our focus to the consideration 
of religious authority in particular. Religion is itself de-
pendent on authority and authorities and, across tradi-
tions and time periods, has often been an integral part of 
political and social authority. Moreover, because of the 
nature of what we generally regard as religious knowl-
edge, practice, and power, the terms of religious author-
ity are particularly close to the surface. Our readings 
include both theoretical investigations and case stud-
ies of religious authority from the perspectives of reli-
gious studies, history, philosophy, sociology, psycholo-
gy, political science, gender studies, and critical theory. 

Curriculum Development and Enrichment
The Center solicits proposals from humanities and social sciences faculty for new undergraduate courses on topics 
significantly concerned with the study of religion. The Center gives priority to proposals for the freshman seminar, 
which provides a unique opportunity for students to work in a small setting with a professor and a few other stu-
dents on a topic of special interest. Such seminars are in high demand among students and often result in new reg-
ular courses being added to the curriculum. Prior to the Center’s efforts in this area, very few freshman seminars 
were offered on religion. With the Center’s help, this gap is now being filled. The Center also sponsors occasional 
advanced undergraduate courses. This year, CSR sponsored two Freshman Seminars.

Photo by Denise Applewhite, Office of 
Communications



J. Dennis LoRusso, left, and 
Michael Thate, right

Craig Philip and Marian Ott with students
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The Princeton University Faith & Work Initiative
Report from the Director, David W. Miller

The Faith & Work 
Initiative continues 
its ground-breaking 
work in the field. 
This endeavor is led 
by David W. Mill-
er, assisted these 
past two years by 
post-doctoral fel-
lows Dennis Lo-
Russo and Michael 
Thate, who are also 
pursuing their own 
related research 
projects. LoRus-
so will continue 
his work with FWI 
during 2016-2017, 

while Thate travels to Germany, having been awarded 
the prestigious Humboldt Fellowship. This Fall, FWI 
will welcome a new Fellow, Nicoleta Acatrinei, from 
Switzerland. We are pleased that FWI is becoming a hub 
for international research into wider aspects of faith and 
work. 

Major Research Projects
1) Sky Pilots: Workplace Chaplaincy
This research project focuses on a growing phenomenon 
called “workplace chaplaincy.” There is limited scholar-
ly study of military, hospital, and prison chaplains, and 
even less research into workplace chaplains who serve in 
for-profit businesses. FWI seeks to remedy the void in the 
academic literature by undertaking an in-depth, scholar-
ly study of workplace chaplains. It is a mixed-methods 
study, drawing on quantitative surveys and qualitative 
interviews at companies with workplace chaplains. This 
year, with assistance from LoRusso and collaborator 
Faith Ngunjiri, Miller is preparing four peer-reviewed 
journal articles, which will form the foundation for the 
book. Each article presents and focuses on aspects of 
the research findings from a particular organization-
al perspective: 1) CEO, 2) HR, 3) workers, and 4) the 
chaplains themselves.

2) The Integration Profile: Faith & Work Integration Scale
FWI’s second major project is continued development of 
The Integration Profile (TIP), a psychometric assessment 
tool to measure how individuals and groups “bring” their 

faith to work. Notably, this is the first instrument that 
measures faith at work in a business context at both the 
individual and aggregate level and functions for people 
of all religious traditions. This project builds on and ex-
pands “The Integration Box” theory Miller initially pos-
ited in God at Work (Oxford University Press, 2007). The 
TIP instrument is designed to help individuals and or-
ganizations understand the primary and secondary ways 
people manifest their faith at work. TIP theorizes the 
existence of four modalities of how people bring or live 
out their faith in the workplace -“The Four Es”: Ethics, 
Expression, Experience, and Enrichment. 

With assistance from Thate and collaborator Tim Ew-
est, the FWI team has a first draft of the book. Signifi-
cant editing will be done during 2016-2017 to prepare 
it for submission to a publisher. Progress is also being 
made on the development of the scale and the accom-
panying online software.

3) “God at Work-II” 
FWI’s third major research project is conducting research for 
a new and revised edition of God at Work: The History and 
Promise of the Faith at Work Movement (Oxford University 

Press 2007). Since its original publication, there have been 
many new developments in the movement itself, as well as  
in the surrounding religious, economic, ecclesial, academic, 
and wider geo-political context. God at Work-II will explore 
what has changed, is new, and is emerging on the horizon. 
Miller and LoRusso are now drafting and rewriting the 
original chapters to incorporate the new findings and 
observations.

Teaching
Teaching “Business Ethics and Modern Religious 
Thought” (REL219) for the first time as an open lecture 
class was a success, as measured by enrollment (140 
students), student evaluations, and preceptor input. 
Miller will teach it again in Fall 2016. The experiment 
of changing REL219 from a seminar with capped en-
rollment to a more traditional open enrollment lecture/
precept format necessitated making adjustments to 
the seminar-style pedagogy, evaluation methods, and 
teaching to fit the lecture format and greater class size. 
It also required mentoring the six preceptors, as most 
were unfamiliar with the class content and resources. 
Though different from prior years, it was a stimulat-
ing experience and Miller was pleased that the student 
evaluations were overwhelmingly positive, with several 
writing that it was the “best course” they had taken at 
Princeton. 

In addition to teaching, Miller advises Senior Thesis 
Writers in the Religion department and informally ad-
vises and mentors several current and former students 
on academic matters and vocational discernment.

Outreach and Development 
As a citizen of the University, Miller 
serves as Faculty Fellow to the Varsity 
Football Team and Varsity Wrestling 
Team, speaks to various student organi-
zations, and supports alumni relations, 
development, and recruitment. For the 
academic community, he has given guest 
lectures at Harvard Business School’s 
Advanced Management Program and 
in Craig Barnes’ “Leadership through 
Conflict” class at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, and participated in the Uni-
versity of Virginia’s Values and the Com-
mon Good project. He also spoke to the 
Princeton Clubs of St. Louis and Hong 
Kong. As part of his continued efforts to 

bridge the worlds of scholarship and the marketplace, 
Miller was involved with various leadership organiza-
tions, including: the Yale CEO Summit, the CEO Fo-
rum, and the Caux Business Roundtable gathering in 
Bangkok (helping to draft a submission to the United 
Nations resolution on sustainable development goals). 
Miller’s work has led to interviews by The Atlantic, The 
Wall Street Journal, and Christianity Today. Miller con-
tinues to consult and speak at various corporate events, 
which serves as a vital form of field research and enrich-
es his teaching and research. This additional work also 
plays a crucial development role, widening FWI’s donor 
support network.

Faith & Ethics in the Executive Suite Interview Series
The Faith & Ethics in the Executive Suite Interview Se-
ries is a public forum in which Miller interviews distin-
guished business leaders about faith, work, and ethics, 
and how their particular faith shapes and informs their 
ethics and leadership. To date, FWI has conducted more 
than 20 interviews, representing various Jewish, Catho-
lic, Protestant, and Muslim voices, including Mormon 
and Quaker traditions. Our annual Reunions Weekend 
2016 interview featured the dual-career couple Marian 
Ott ’76, Chair, Nashville Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity, and President, Tennessee League of Women Vot-
ers, and Craig Philip ’75, retired CEO of Ingram Barge 
and Research Professor at Vanderbilt University. All 
interviews are available to view on the FWI website at  
www.princeton.edu/faithandwork.

http://www.princeton.edu/faithandwork
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PEOPLE

Visiting Fellows
Candi K. 
Cann com-
pleted her 
Ph.D. at Har-
vard in the 
Study of Re-
ligion, with a 
comparative 
analysis of 
c o n t e m p o -
rary mar-
t y ro l o g i c a l 
n a r r a t i v e s 
from China 
and Argen-
tina. She has 
since written 
a World Re-
ligions text-

book, various articles and book chapters, and a mono-
graph published last year with the University Press of 
Kentucky titled Virtual Afterlives: Grieving the Dead in 
the Twenty-first Century, which discussed the disen-
franchisement of grief symbolized by the disappearance 
of the corpse in modern mourning rituals. Cann is cur-
rently editing and co-authoring a book with Universi-
ty Press of Kentucky titled Dying to Eat: Cross-Cultural 
Perspectives on Food in Dying, Death and Afterlives due 
to be published in 2016. While at Princeton, she will 
be developing her next monograph on cross-cultural 
aspects on grief and mourning and writing an article on 
the commodification of body parts as found in saint rel-
ics and lynching souvenirs. She is interested in all things 
death, regularly writing about grief and mourning for 
Huffington Post, developing course modules for the fu-
neral industry, and serving as a panel member for the 
AAR’s Death, Dying and Beyond group. 

“My primary purpose in coming to CSR was to work on 
my latest project, Dying to Eat, and to be a part of the 
Princeton community of scholars and researchers. My 
lovely little office on the third floor of 5 Ivy Lane was 
an ideal working space to write, but it was the work-
shop attendance and participation that I found to be 
the most beneficial. As a tenure-track professor, I had 
not realized that I had been following a one-track (ten-
ure-track) research trajectory, reading little that was not 

immediately relevant or necessary to my research. Par-
ticipating in the workshops (I was a part of both CSR’s 
Religion and Public Life, and the Religion department’s 
American Religions) allowed me to catch up with re-
cent research, be exposed to new and interesting ideas, 
and learn about the latest scholarship in the field, all 
of which has deeply enriched my own work. I am so 
incredibly grateful for this opportunity, and really ap-
preciate everything that CSR does to benefit not only 
the Princeton community, but scholarship in religion, 
in general.”

Lynn Da-
vidman has 
been since 
2008 the 
Robert M. 
Beren Dis-
t inguishe d 
Professor of 
Modern Jew-
ish Studies 
and Profes-
sor of Sociol-
ogy at the 
University of 
Kansas. She 
is the author 
of Becoming 
Un - O r t h o -
dox: Stories of Ex-Hasidic Jews, which was published by 
Oxford University Press in December 2014 and again 
in January 2015. Within this book, she developed the 
concept of disinscription as a way to talk about how 
defectors from enclave religious communities trans-
form their identities through process of changing their 
habitual bodily practices. The book analyzes the exit 
narratives of 40 ex-Hasidim and illustrates how a sec-
ular identity is created from an intensely religious one 
by removing the automatic, embedded, habitual reli-
giously prescribed ritual bodily practices and modes of 
comportment and taking on the demeanor and routine 
techniques of the body of their new reference groups in 
the larger society. One of her primary interests in so-
ciology is narratives of disrupted biographies through 
which individuals create coherent stories of their lives 
by establishing links between their identities before the 
disruptive event and after. All three of her major books 

examine this process—Tradition in a Rootless World, 
Motherloss, and Becoming Un-Orthodox.

“I was thrilled to have the opportunity to spend my 
sabbatical semester at CSR. I had spent a year there 21 
years earlier and it was the most intellectually stimu-
lating years of my life. My fall 2015 semester there was 
similarly academically exciting. At the Center I began 
three new projects. The first was an off-shoot of my re-
cent book. Nearly all of my interviewees for Becoming 
Un-Orthodox used the trope of “coming out” to de-
scribe their personal journeys of leaving their former 
religious ways of life and establishing new identities in 
the larger, secular society in which they can be “them-
selves.”  In order to understand whether their stories 
describe a similar process to that of g/l/b/t coming out 
narratives, I read numerous memoirs and edited col-
lections representing the journeys of g/l/b/t individuals 
who challenge the heteronormative assumptions of the 
wider society and take on new identities through adapt-
ing the routines and bodily practices of their new peer 
group. The analytic goal of this paper was to compare 
the processes of identity formation and re-formation 
involved in leaving an Orthodox Jewish community 
and coming out as gay or lesbian. 

The second project I started at CSR is a book-length 
study of secular Jewish identities: what does it mean to 
be Jewish for those who do not affiliate with Jewish re-
ligious institutions or practices. I worked on compos-
ing and refining the interview guide for this research by 
conducting 10 pilot interviews with women and men 
in the Princeton and New York areas who define them-
selves as secular Jews. The time to focus exclusively on 
research, one of the gifts of a sabbatical semester at the 
CSR, provided me with the opportunity to read broadly 
on the topic of mindfulness and consequently to devel-
op a set of research questions focused on the secular-
ization of formerly ancient religious practices into tech-
niques of stress reduction and health revitalization, and 
the corporate cooptation of these techniques in order 
to produce a more cooperative and willing work force. I 
have continued to study the literature in this field.”

Gillian Frank received his Ph.D. from the Department 
of American Studies at Brown University and is the past 
recipient of an American Council of Learned Societies 
New Faculty Fellowship. Frank has published on the 

intertwined 
histories of 
religion, sex-
uality and 
gender in 
the United 
States. His 
work has 
appeared in 
venues such 
as Gender 
and Histo-
ry, Journal of 
the History 
of Sexuality, 
and Journal 
of Religion 
and Popular 
Culture. He is 
currently completing a book project entitled Save Our 
Children: Sexual Politics and Cultural Conservatism in 
the United States, 1965-1990, which will be published 
with University of Pennsylvania Press. Save Our Chil-
dren explores the rise of political and religious con-
servatism between 1965 and 1990 by focusing on how 
social and political movements used the image of en-
dangered children to redefine religious and civil rights 
and cultural mores. 

“During my time at CSR, I served as managing editor of 
Notches: (re)marks on the history of sexuality,  a collabo-
rative, international, and peer reviewed blog promoting 
critical discussions of the history of sexuality. I co-ed-
ited, with Heather White *07 and Bethany Moreton, 
an anthology on Histories of Sexuality and Religion in 
the 20th Century United States. I also began researching 
and writing my second book Seeking Abortion at Home 
and Abroad: The Clergy Consultation Service, 1965-
1990. This book explores the religious, legal, medical 
and transnational history of abortion reform activism 
and illegal abortion services. The project focuses on the 
Clergy Consultation Service, the single largest abortion 
referral service in the United States before Roe v Wade. 
This group, made up of liberal Protestant ministers, Jew-
ish rabbis and dissident Catholic nuns and priests, orga-
nized in forty states and more than fifty cities to lobby 
for the repeal of abortion laws, challenge anti-abortion 
activists and to assist women obtain safe abortions. 

http://notchesblog.com/
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I am grateful for my affiliation with CSR, which has en-
abled me to have thoughtful and productive interdis-
ciplinary conversations, to develop my research and to 
learn from a group exciting and committed scholars.”

J a m e s 
Dennis Lo-
Russo com-
pleted his 
Ph.D. in 
A m e r i c a n 
R e l i g i o u s 
Cultures at 
Emory Uni-
versity. His 
research fo-
cuses broad-
ly on the 
intersection 
of religion, 
economics, 
and politics 
in the United 

States. Drawing on ethnography, cultural history, and 
critical theory, his dissertation, “The Libertarian Ethic 
and the Spirit of Global Capital,” argues that growing 
interest in the business world to integrate spiritual prac-
tices and perspectives into the workplace is closely asso-
ciated with the emergence of a post-industrial economy 
and neoliberal political projects over the last half-cen-
tury. 

“This current year as a CSR FWI fellow has proven to 
be highly productive. I have successfully secured a con-
tract with Bloomsbury Academic Publishing to publish 
my dissertation on spirituality in the workplace in the 
Spring of 2017. Additionally, I completed essays in three 
forthcoming edited volumes on religion and have co-au-
thored a journal article (currently under peer-review) 
on workplace chaplains with David W. Miller, Director 
of FWI, and Faith W. Ngunjiri (Concordia College). 
I also shared with the Religion and Public Life semi-
nar my new project, “Before Mindfulness: A Religious 
History of High-Technology.” This project examines the 
culture of high-tech industry and its intimate relation-
ship with spiritual practice. While companies like Goo-
gle have  implemented “mindfulness” programs draw-
ing from Buddhist contemplative practice, I suggest 
that Silicon Valley has enjoyed an affinity with eclectic 
spirituality since its inception in postwar America. In 

particular, it traces how government-funded research 
and development in the academy and the private sector 
not only spawned new industry in and around “Silicon 
Valley,” but also fueled novel ways of understanding and 
engaging spirituality. These new forms of spiritual seek-
ing are intimately bound to values and structures of the 
high-tech workplace and have subsequently come to in-
form contemporary corporate culture more broadly in 
the United States.”  

Brendan Pi-
etsch is Assis-
tant Professor 
of Religious 
Studies at 
N a z a r b a y e v 
University, in 
Astana, Ka-
zakhstan, on 
leave in 2016-
2017. He re-
ceived a Ph.D. 
in 2011 from 
Duke Univer-
sity in Amer-
ican religious 
history. His 
first book, 
Dispensation-
al Modernism 
(Oxford, 2015), examines the taxonomic impulses of 
early American Protestant fundamentalism, and the use 
of scientific rhetoric and engineering values in produc-
ing confident religious knowledge. 

“This year at CSR was incredibly valuable as I began re-
search on a new monograph project. Because I am an 
idiot, I chose a second book project on a topic that was 
radically different from my dissertation and first book, 
thus demanding an enormous amount of work to lo-
cate myself in this new scholarly landscape. Still in early 
stages, the research for this new book project, “Sciences 
of the Family in American Religion,” asks how Progres-
sive Era scientific discourses about the family—related 
to biological evolution, hygiene, urbanization, eugenics, 
and gender ideologies—naturalized a modern Ameri-
can understanding of the nuclear family, and how that 
understanding was subsequently baptized and internal-
ized by religious Americans. As social theorists, social 
scientists, and social workers created taxonomies of 

good and bad families and sought to map the origins 
and function of the family, they popularized a vision 
of what the “natural” family looked like. This vision 
was taken up by religious groups seeking to produce a 
morally purified American society and was made cen-
tral to American religion. In the Religion and Culture 
workshop I had the opportunity to receive feedback on 
a very preliminary précis of the entire project, and an 
early draft of one of the chapters, pointing me in useful 
directions and forcing me to clarify my research ques-
tions.” 

Michael J. 
Thate received 
his Ph.D. in 
Religious Stud-
ies and History 
of New Tes-
tament Inter-
pretation from 
the Universi-
ty of Durham 
(U.K.). Pri-
or to coming 
to Princeton, 
Thate was a 
Lecturer of 
New Testa-
ment Inter-
pretation at 
Yale Divin-
ity School, 

as well as a Post-Doctoral Visiting Research Fellow at 
Yale where he worked on a comparative sea mytholo-
gy within Jewish, Greek, and Roman texts along with 
early Christian configurations of identity. His research 
interests revolve around the formation and reception 
of discourses, particularly religious and scientific. His 
first book, Remembrance of Things Past? (Mohr Sie-
beck, 2013), is a social history of Leben–Jesu–Forschung 
during the 19th and 20th centuries. 

“It is with great gratitude—and not a little sadness—that 
I write this report for my final year as a post-doctoral 
research associate with FWI and visiting fellow at CSR. 
These two years have dashed past but not without many 
great memories, and, of course, many fine tunings to my 
research projects and thinking in general. For the next 
few years, I will be in the Tübingen University Jewish 
Studies department on a grant from the Alexander von 

Humboldt Fellowship. In what follows, I will offer a brief 
abstract of the projects that have been completed during 
this past year. 

With James Carleton Paget from Cambridge Universi-
ty, I co-edited Albert Schweitzer in Thought and Action: 
A Life in Parts (Syracuse University Press, 2016). This 
bulky volume of some 850 pages is devoted to situating 
and explicating Albert Schweitzer within his complex 
philosophical, historical, and cultural contexts of the 
early-twentieth century. This volume brings togeth-
er seventeen international experts to shed light on this 
complicated man, and, in doing so, perhaps even bring-
ing some clarity to the complex happenings of the early 
twentieth century. Besides the editor’s introduction, I 
contributed two essays, “The Third Moralist: The Func-
tion of Nietzsche within Schweitzer’s Kulturphilosophie” 
and “An Anachronism in the African Jungle? Reassess-
ing Schweitzer’s African Legacy.”  

Early in the semester, I was part of a panel on the logic of 
crisis at Harvard Divinity School where I presented a pa-
per which attempted to situate Augustine’s tract De ope-
re monachorum (401) within contemporary post-Marx-
ist theory on Labor, and, in particular, the automaton 
traditions. The essay, “Labor and the Social Order,” in 
Cosmologics, 2016, is a popular form of that talk—the 
more technical version of the paper will appear in Studia 
Patristica in late 2016. I argue that this tract introduc-
es an important moment within Western genealogies of 
the complex and subtle political economies of “making 
work meaningful.” 

In an essay for a handbook on Apocalypses, “The Last 
Metamorphosis of Labor: Work, Technology, and the 
End of the World” (Fortress Press, 2016), I attempted to 
bring Karl Marx, Herbert Marcuse, and John Maynard 
Keynes into conversation regarding the tenuous rela-
tionship between technology and labor. The focus is on 
the moral panics and the varying ways in which tech-
nology’s infringement upon labor is cast in apocalyptic 
tones. 

Finally, I served as the invited guest editor for a special 
issue of Religions, “Religion and the Individual: Belief, 
Practice, and Identity.” For this issue, scholars from di-
verse perspectives and disciplines read questions of 
“belief ” and “practice” as locations and lenses of mean-
ing-making. The aim of this eclectic gathering is to mod-
el a diversity of form and approach in the broad field 
of religious studies, while also putting these diverse ap-
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proaches together into a single project. In addition to 
the editor’s introduction, I have contributed an essay,  
“Messianic Time and Monetary Value,” in which I pro-
pose a re-reading of some of Walter Benjamin’s texts on 
messianic time through a re-examination of the open-
ing line of his first sonnet commemorating the death of 
his friend, Christoph Friedrich Heinle.”

Graduate Student Fellows
A small number of Princeton graduate students in the 
humanities and social sciences are selected each year 
as CSR Graduate Student Fellows. Their proposals are 
evaluated by the CSR Executive Committee for scholar-
ly merit, clarity and persuasiveness, and the applicants’ 
overall scholarly record. Successful applicants receive 
support that supplements their regular fellowships and 
that can be used for research expenses. Graduate Stu-
dent Fellows take part in one of two Center-sponsored 
workshops: Religion and Culture or Religion and Pub-
lic Life (See pages 4-5 for descriptions). In these work-
shops Fellows present work in progress and respond to 
that of others. This year’s Graduate Student Fellows are 
listed below, with their research abstracts. 

Religion and Culture
Carl Adair, English, “Faith in the Text: Modernist Po-
etics and Theologies of Reading”

What does it mean to read faithfully in the self-con-
sciously modern? Locating this question in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, this disserta-
tion provides an analysis of the various rhetorical strat-
egies and disciplinary proscriptions deployed to defend 
the “spiritual” power of texts from rationalist episte-
mologies while also legitimizing those texts as sources 
of modern knowledge. Taking as its premise that the 
religious and the secular are not essential categories but 
are rather defined through discursive oppositions that 
change over time, this project argues that a concept of 
“religious” reading—troped as a primitive, legalistic, or 
mechanical literalism—is constructed during this peri-
od as a “pre-modern” hermeneutic that “literary” read-
ing supersedes in a new, modern dispensation. Chap-
ters organized around Arnold, HD, Eliot, Hart Crane, 
and the American New Critics contextualize their po-
etry and various theories of literature in a contempo-
rary contest over the epistemological status of the Bible 
and the location of “true” religion: is religion defined 
by canonical beliefs and an authoritative scripture? Or 
is religion a disciplined disposition toward experience, 

“My Religion and Culture fellowship at the 
CSR has been fundamental to my suc-
cess in completing my doctoral program 
and securing a postdoctoral fellowship 
this year. The CSR has supplied me with 
a quiet workspace (indeed, a workspace 
with tea!), intellectual companionship and 
stimulation, and sufficient funds to allow 
me to focus on my writing. The institution 
where I will hold a postdoc next year ob-
served specifically to me, when they ex-
tended their offer, that I was an attractive 
candidate because I had already partic-
ipated in an interdisciplinary workshop, 
that is, the Religion and Culture workshop 
at the CSR. “

Jessica Wright
Religion and Culture Fellow  

toward scripture and doctrine, toward belief itself? I 
argue that the discursive construction of the former (in 
its most extreme form, as “fundamentalism”) masks 
the diffusion of the latter into the discipline of literary 
study.

Timothy Benedict, Religion, “Soul Searching: Spiritu-
al Care in the Japanese Hospice”

My dissertation represents the first sustained ethno-
graphic study of the religious dimensions of Japan’s 
growing hospice movement and also illuminates spiri-
tual care of the terminally ill from a cross-cultural per-
spective. Through my fieldwork, I examine similarities 
and differences in how spiritual care is conducted at 
Buddhist, Christian, and secular hospices and relate 
these findings to a broader narrative of how Japanese 
religious groups are seeking new vocational roles with-
in modern medical institutions. My research also con-
tributes to global conversations about spiritual care by 
illuminating an under-researched yet growing Japanese 
iteration of the phenomenon.   

Shira Billet, Religion, “The Sources of Sociality: Her-
mann Cohen, German Idealism, and the Science of Ju-
daism”

My dissertation focuses on the thought of Hermann 
Cohen, one of the most important German philoso-
phers of the later nineteenth century (although today 
his role is little remembered), and one of the founders 
of modern Jewish philosophy. I offer a new reading of 
Cohen’s philosophy – in particular his ethics and his re-
ligion – by highlighting the social elements in Cohen’s 
thought. In my reading, I bring to the fore the central-
ity of two elements of sociality in Cohen’s thought: re-
lationality or intersubjective relationships, on the one 
hand, and different notions of human collectivity, on 
the other. Through a close reading of Hermann Cohen’s 
1904 Ethics of the Pure Will in its historical, philosoph-
ical, and broader intellectual context – in particular the 
contexts of Cohen’s debts to German Idealism, and his 
relationship to the Science of Judaism – I suggest that 
Cohen was an important figure in a broader turn to 
sociality within philosophy of religion at the turn of the 
last century.

Miriam Chusid, Art and Archaeology, “Picturing the 
Afterlife: The Shōjūraigōji Six Paths Scrolls and Salva-
tion in Medieval Japan”

The set of Six Paths paintings completed in the thir-
teenth century and owned by Shōjūraigōji temple in 
Shiga Prefecture represents one of the most ambitious 
attempts to render the first chapter of The Essentials 
of Birth in the Pure Land (Ōjōyōshū, 985) in pictorial 
form. The Essentials extols the virtues of the nenbutsu, 
or recitation of Amida Buddha’s name, as a paramount 
practice for attaining birth in the Pure Land and salva-
tion at the time of death. The first chapter, more specifi-
cally, describes the suffering in the six realms of rebirth, 
or the paths of hell, hungry ghosts, animals, fighting de-
mons, humans, and celestial beings, to emphasize the 
urgent need to practice the nenbutsu to avoid an after-
life filled with torture and affliction. Indeed, both me-
diums present a similar view of the cosmological struc-
ture of the Buddhist universe, and the paintings, like the 
descriptions in the text, depict the various punishments 

“The weekly interdisciplinary workshop 
with the other fellows, led by Professor Jes-
sica Delgado, was tremendously ground-
ing for me. The workshop not only offered 
a space for receiving immensely helpful 
feedback on my own work, it also afford-
ed many opportunities for collaboration 
and intellectual community with the other 
fellows.”

Shira Billet
Religion and Culture Fellow  
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that await a person in each of these realms should he or 
she commit transgressions or neglect Buddhist practice 
while alive.

This dissertation reexamines the claim that the paint-
ings served as elaborate illustrations of The Essentials. 
By interrogating the role of text in the painting process 
and focusing on places where the images diverge from 
the descriptions in the manuscript, I show that artists 
and patrons projected a new and complex system of 
knowledge about death and salvation within the Bud-
dhist cosmos within the scrolls. Throughout my dis-
sertation, I draw on contemporaneous paintings that 
also depict the six realms, courtiers’ diaries, votive in-
scriptions, Buddhist iconographic compendia, narra-
tive tales, and architectural records of halls designed for 
funeral services to demonstrate how the Shōjūraigōji 
scrolls became the new archetype of hell-related imag-
ery employed in a ritual context for the benefit of the 
deceased and to ensure liberation for those still living. 

David Henreckson, Religion, “The Immortal Com-
monwealth: Covenant, Law, and the Common Good in 
Early Modern Protestant Thought”

My project addresses the question: How would we un-
derstand the early modern context differently if we ac-
counted for both the theological and political valence 
of covenantal thought? I aim to address the ways that 
prominent Protestant thinkers employed rival theolog-
ical conceptions of the covenant to articulate different 
views of political life, law, and the common good. In 
particular, I analyze the ways in which Protestant think-
ers theorized the concept of covenant in order to jus-
tify political resistance to systemic injustice. In doing 
so, I uncover new perspectives on the historical – and 
normative – relationships between religion and politics, 
authority and obligation, and the role that covenant has 
played in shaping intellectual and social history in the 
modern West.

Kijan Maxam, Religion, “Refuge and Deliverance: 
Faith, Religion, and Politics in Modern Jamaica”

My project, broadly stated, examines the relationship 
among personal faith, institutional religion, and politics 
in Jamaica. I look specifically at forms of political action 
undertaken by members of Refuge Gospel Hall, a Pen-
tecostal-Holiness church located in Tivoli Gardens, an 
urban community in Kingston, Jamaica. Established in 
1996, during a period of political unrest and violence, 

the church serves residents, mostly youth between the 
ages of 5-16 years old. By examining the interplay be-
tween doctrine and action, a study of this “imagined 
community” within the context of the physical commu-
nity of Tivoli Gardens, provides insight into the ways in 
which politics and religion converge. Relying on archi-
val and ethnographic research, I argue that participa-
tion in a faith community influence individual efforts 
to live full, meaningful lives in a milieu characterized 
by violence and uncertainty. My study demonstrates 
that life in Tivoli is not simply shaped by abstract social 
and political forces. Rather, my project reveals that res-
idents’ daily negotiations are steeped in personal faith 
and religion.

“I am so 
grateful 
for this 
oppor-
tunity to 
share the 
develop-
ment of 
my own 
thinking 
in the supportive and challenging environ-
ment of the Religion and Culture seminar; 
my work has benefitted tremendously 
from their criticisms and from the connec-
tions they have drawn. I have been equally 
grateful to be invited into my colleagues’ 
thinking and to learn from them (and often 
commiserate with them) on how to navi-
gate the struggles of dissertation writing. 
Our weekly workshops have become a 
model for other writing and discussion 
groups I have since joined, both in its rig-
orous attention to the paper put before us 
and in its ethos of generosity and encour-
agement.” 

Carl Adair
Religion and Culture Fellow 

Matthew Spellberg, Comparative Literature, “Dream-
ing and Social Life in the Age of the Novel”

This dissertation proposes a theory about the social and 
artistic uses of dreaming in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, and in particular the central role it plays as 
a site for the recovery of a certain notion of the sacred 
within modern life. The dreams in the art of this peri-
od articulate a certain vision of aliveness, its attendant 
power and perils, and the avenues it offers for analysis 
of the supernatural. The core of the thesis consists in 
readings of literary dream-descriptions by Alexander 
Pushkin, Leo Tolstoy, Gustave Flaubert, James Joyce, 
Virginia Woolf, Marcel Proust, and Ralph Ellison. I ar-
gue that these authors use dreaming as a vehicle for the 
recovery of a certain kind of spiritual experience, one in 
which radically private experience is suddenly, even mi-
raculously, transformed into communal life. The mod-
ernist project – especially in Woolf and Proust – can be 
seen as an attempt to use dream-cognition to unlock the 
isolation of the individual mind and allow it to merge 
with others, and to entertain the possibility of a higher 
form of mind beyond the self. Ralph Ellison provides a 
sobering coda to the project: his dream-writing evokes 
an exalted form of communal life born in private ex-
perience, but it is everywhere checked by inescapable 
barriers.

Beth Stroud, Religion, “A Loftier Race: Lib-
eral Protestantism and Eugenics, 1877-1930”

Eugenics – the effort to shape future genera-
tions biologically through intentional inter-
ventions in human breeding – was popular 
in the United States at the turn of the twenti-
eth century and influenced public policy for 
decades thereafter. My dissertation explores 
the substantial engagement of Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Unitari-
ans, and Methodists in the eugenics move-
ment and the influence of that movement on 
their religious practice. While eugenics was 
promoted mostly by a small, elite movement 
of interlocking organizations led by scientists 
whose motivations were not necessarily re-
ligious, liberal Protestant leaders also found 
it appealing and were among the wealthy donors who 
funded the movement. Eugenics shaped liberal Prot-
estant religious practice in a number of ways, driving 
change in the areas of charity, sex education, marriage, 

and the treatment of the infant body. Eugenics fused 
two of their central preoccupations in a single social 
program: first, integrating new scientific ideas into their 
faith, and second, ameliorating the social problems of 
an industrializing economy. Moreover, eugenics fed 
into liberal Protestants’ postmillennial hopes for human 
perfection, as they imagined progressive improvement 
in both the biological and the social body. While most 
scholarship on the eugenics movement frames it as so-
cial and medical history, my work demonstrates that it 
is also religious history. The liberal Protestant misad-
venture with eugenics was shaped by theological ideas 
about human nature and salvation, and in turn shaped 
liberal Protestant religious practice. I argue that eugen-
ics fit neatly with a soteriology of nurture that privi-
leged the idealized Christian family. Among white lib-
eral Protestants in particular, eugenics also played into 
conscious and unconscious ideas about racial hierarchy 
and American national identity, enhancing the normal-

“Over the past year, we have had conver-
sations over a startlingly wide range of 
historical and theoretical topics, and yet 
everyone remained incredibly engaged 
with each other’s work. This is not some-
thing I take for granted. I’ll miss our weekly 
discussions.”

David Henreckson
Religion and Culture Fellow  
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ization of white Anglo-Saxon-ness and helping to con-
solidate the social power attached to it.

Jessica Wright, Classics, “Brain and Soul in Late An-
tiquity”

My dissertation examines conceptualizations of the 
brain (Greek: enkephalos; Latin: cerebrum) in Chris-
tian texts from the fourth and fifth centuries CE. While 
there has been significant interest in the body at this pe-
riod, and although historians have focused increasingly 
on appropriations of medical discourse within religious 
texts, no study has yet focused upon early Christian un-
derstandings of the brain. This gap is surprising, since 
the brain was critical to formulations of human nature 
and human identity in late antiquity. At a period when 
intellectuals and religious leaders were pressed to artic-
ulate and to defend definitions of the human soul as dis-
tinct from, if entangled with, the human body, the brain 
proved to be both a fruitful and a troubling conceptual 
resource: fruitful insofar as it condensed the paradox-
es of the human being, positioned between heaven and 
earth, material and immaterial spheres, and troubling 
insofar as it threatened to confine the soul, even to ren-

der the soul unnecessary. Through close readings of 
Christian texts which elaborate upon the brain, both 
theoretical and pastoral in orientation, my dissertation 
not only highlights the elements of medical theory with 
which early Christian authors were familiar, but also 
draws out the contemporary concerns which shaped 
and were shaped by engagement with the brain. 

Religion and Public Life
Jessamin Birdsall, Sociology, “Salience of Religious 
Identity and Bridging Social Capital in the United King-
dom”

This project explores the relationship between salience 
of religious identity and patterns of bridging social cap-
ital in the United Kingdom, and how that relationship 
varies by religious affiliation, ethnic identification, and 
immigrant generation. As large-scale immigration leads 
to increasing religious and ethnic diversity in western 
democracies, social scientists and policy makers have 
developed a renewed interest in the relationship be-
tween diversity, identity, and social capital. This paper 
contributes to the current literature in four ways. First, 
moving beyond the tendency to measure social capi-

tal in the form of attitudes (i.e. generalized trust), the 
paper examines social capital in the form of actual so-
cial ties at the individual level. Second, the paper pays 
particular attention to the predictors of bridging social 
capital as a distinct and increasingly important form of 
social capital in diverse societies. Third, the paper in-
vestigates the relationship between salience of religious 
identity and bridging capital across all major religious 
groups in the UK, rather than limiting the analysis to 
a particular religious community or institution, and 
highlights important sources of variation by religious 
affiliation, ethnicity, and immigrant generation. Finally, 
drawing on data from the 2011 UK Citizenship Survey, 
the paper contributes to a broader cross-national schol-
arly conversation on the relationship between diversity, 
identity, and social capital in western democracies with 
different historical, cultural, and institutional contexts. 
The main finding is that salience of religious identity is 
significantly and positively associated with bridging so-
cial capital, but that this relationship varies in important 
ways based on interactions with ethnicity, religion, and 
immigrant generation. 

Kellen Funk, History, “The Lawyer’s Code: The Refor-
mation of American Legal Practice”

Civil justice in America is uniquely a domain of law-
yers. My dissertation explores the 
mid-nineteenth-century reforms by 
which lawyers gained preeminence 
over judges, legislators, and jurists 
to become the chief administrators 
of the legal system. The revolution in 
legal practice occurred just as pro-
fessionalizing lawyers increasingly 
treated law as an autonomous social 
domain. By critiquing this internal-
ist trend in legal thought, my work 
sheds light on the important ways 
law, political economy, and religious 
culture influenced one another. A 
central episode in this study con-
cerns the shifting theology behind 
the civil oath. Professional lawyers 
sought to discard early republican 
notions of hell and the afterlife as a 
safeguard to legal truth and instead set oathtaking on 
a secular foundation. That project encountered resis-
tance, not only among traditionalist jurists and laymen, 
but also from western lawyers, who feared the desa-

“Every week it is exciting to receive the 
week’s workshop paper in my inbox. 
Whether we are reading about capitalism 
and spirituality, regime change, or Catholic 
worker houses, my RPL colleagues always 
have something fascinating to teach me. 
What I love most about RPL is that it is 
not only about making our work stronger, 
but is about learning from each other and 
making our methodologies accessible and 
understandable across disciplines. As I 
grapple with ethnography, my colleagues 
who are historians, sociologists and politi-
cal scientists help me tease out the ethical 
implications of my work. It is so fruitful to 
come together as students at all different 
stages of the research and dissertation 
process. RPL allow us to help each other 
develop our projects every step of the way 
as we brainstorm IRB applications, disser-
tation proposals, conference papers and 
polished chapters.” 

Alyssa Maldonado
Religion and Culture Fellow  
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cralizing logic of eastern reformers would open legal 
proceedings to blacks, natives, and the Chinese, all of 
whom were regarded incompetent witnesses without a 
strong and specific theological oath binding them.

Douglas Gildow, Religion, “Schooling Buddhist Mo-
nastics: Seminaries, Academia, and the State in Con-
temporary China”

This dissertation examines Buddhist seminaries in 
contemporary China, analyzing them as windows into 
Buddhism and as institutions transforming Buddhism. 
This study argues that to understand the impact of sem-
inaries on Buddhism, we must also understand how 
seminaries are influenced by state and academic insti-
tutions. In analyzing contemporary Chinese Buddhism, 
I use sources including seminary curricula and related 
documents as well as observations and interviews con-
ducted during eighteen months of fieldwork in China. I 
argue that seminaries have already cemented their place 
alongside monasteries as key sites for training and pro-
ducing Buddhist leadership. What is still undecided is 
how seminaries should respond to the state-supported, 

secular modes of study that challenge traditional Bud-
dhism. Responses to such secular scholarship range 
from accommodation to resistance, which are both 
controversial for allegedly undermining or isolating 
Buddhism, respectively.

Michael Hoffman, Politics, “Communal Religion, Sec-
tarian Interests, and Democracy”

Why does religion sometimes increase support for de-
mocracy and sometimes do just the opposite? In this 
dissertation, I present and test a theory of religion, 
group interest, and democracy. Focusing on commu-
nal religion, I demonstrate that the effect of communal 
prayer on support for democracy depends on the inter-
ests of the religious group in question. For members of 
groups who would benefit from democracy, communal 
prayer increases support for democratic institutions; 
for citizens whose groups would lose privileges in the 
event of democratic reforms, the opposite effect is pres-
ent. The varying effects of religious behavior on regime 
preferences can be explained, in large part, by sectar-
ian interests. Religious identity is channeled through 
political and/or economic concerns in determining 
attitudes towards democracy and redistribution. I test 
these claims both observationally and experimentally, 
using data from Lebanon, Iraq, India, and a cross-na-
tional sample. Through an original survey conducted 
in Lebanon in 2014, I provide a fine-grained analysis 
of the ways in which sectarian interests condition the 
effect of communal prayer on democratic attitudes. I 
find that communal religion, either through frequent 
attendance at religious services or through the experi-
mental primes, increases the salience of sectarian iden-
tity, and therefore pushes respondents’ regime attitudes 
into closer alignment with the interests of their sect.

Samantha Jaroszewski, Sociology, “They call me a 
saint, they call me a communist: Religion and Politics 
in everyday practices at the Catholic Worker” 

That religion and politics are related is well documented, 
with both emerging as central concerns of classical so-
ciology. Until recently, the study of religion and politics 
have historically focused on the elite, formal, and public 
voices; for example, there is more known about clergy 
than laity in scholarly accounts. When scholars studying 
politics and religion have investigated the relationship 
between the two, they often focus on key visible mo-
ments, such as large social movements, public activism, 
or electoral politics. The framework of lived religion 

“My third and final year as a CSR graduate 
student fellow has been tremendously 
rewarding. Few other political scientists at 
Princeton work on religion, and it has been 
very useful 
for me to 
work along-
side scholars 
from other 
disciplines 
who are also 
interested in 
the import-
ant subject of 
religion. “

Michael 
Hoffman
Religion and 
Public Life 
Fellow  

has been 
used to 
i n v e r t 
the fo-
cus from 
f o r m a l 
or elite 
practic-
es to the 
m u n -
dane and 
everyday 
practic-
es of the 
religious 
persons 
on-the-
ground. 
I pro-
pose a 
paral lel 
m o v e 
for the 
practice 
of poli-

tics in daily life. Using the case of the Catholic Worker 
movement, I explore the ways that mundane practices 
can be irreducibly religious and, simultaneously, politi-
cal in their meaning and interpretation by the commu-
nity. I suggest that by this analytical move of extending 
the lived religion framework to incorporate lived poli-
tics, or what others have called “life politics” or “routine 
politics,” I bridge two areas of scholarship together that 
are rarely put into conversation, despite their shared 
orientation and, consequently, suggest one way to ame-
liorate sociology of religion’s “export problem.” In the 
tradition of feminist theory (“the personal is political”), 
I integrate religion and politics as salient interpretations 
of the practices at the Catholic Worker house.

Alyssa Maldonado, Religion, “Lifeblood of the Parish: 
Men and Catholic Practice in Williamsburg Brooklyn” 

My dissertation looks at the male participation in the 
Catholic devotional life of the Feast of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel in Williamsburg, Brooklyn. The liter-
ature on lived religion, gender and Catholicism has 
focused largely on the devotional lives of women, and 
we have seldom gotten a robust picture of the practic-
es of lay Catholic men. I challenge traditional concep-

tions of Catholic parish geography, highlighting the 
peripheral spaces where lay Catholic men interface 
with their church, like basements, rectories and low-
er halls. I propose that if we look differently at parish 
geography, we find lay Catholic men expressing love 
of parish and saints in gendered, embodied ways. I ar-
gue that the contemporary feast calls on us to widen 
the category devotional practice and to pay attention 
to male relationality and masculine embodied vocab-
ularies of devotion. To include Catholic lay men in 
the study of parish, saints, and devotional ritual we 
must consider different ways men express allegiance 
to parish and respect for the saints that include phys-
ical labor, money-making activities, and embodied 
forms of material culture, like tattoos. Catholic public 
rituals are not simply sites of devotion, ethnic pride 
and neighborhood boundary making, but are also 
sites of gender performance and masculine pageant-
ry where men perform heterosexuality, authority, and 
claim community respect as upstanding parish men. 
OLMC offers us a site where homosociality and Ca-
tholicism converge, where men strengthen their bonds 
with each other and with the church. Paying attention 
to masculinity and following the men’s organizational 
and physical work opens up new spaces of devotional 
labor and calls on us to pay attention to how Catholic 
lay men interact with each other and their parish in 
gendered and unexpected ways. 

Kevin Mazur, Politics, “Ordering violence: identity 
boundaries and alliance formation in revolutionary sit-
uations”

Ethnically diverse polities are especially prone to vio-
lent intrastate conflict, but the actors within these con-
flicts regularly fail to align along ethnic divides. Existing 
explanations, highlighting the incentives of elites and 
mass psychology respectively, offer accounts of why 
ethnicity may become salient in a conflict, but cannot 
explain why some members of an ethnic group partic-
ipate in revolutionary challenge while others side with 
the incumbent regime. Using original quantitative data 
on revolutionary events, ethnicity and public goods 
provision in the 2011 Syrian uprising, the dissertation 
argues that the variation is best understood in the con-
text of the struggle between an incumbent regime and 
its challengers to assemble coalitions of supporters. It 
investigates the mechanisms driving this variation with 
case studies of the city of Homs, which saw high levels 
of violence in the uprising, and the areas populated by 
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ethnic Kurds, where little violence occurred. It finds 
that, in addition to ethnicity, network ties and non-eth-
nic identity characteristics regularly structure social 
actors’ behavior. Violence, particularly that meted out 
by the state, plays a central role in determining whether 
and how ethnicity will shape patterns of contention.

Elizabeth Nugent, Politics, “The Politics of Repression: 
Collective Memory and Elite Cooperation in Transi-
tioning Authoritarian Regimes”

What conditions elite cooperation during transition-
ing authoritarian regimes? I draw on psychological 
theories of collective memory and identity formation 
to posit a theory of how repression conditions oppo-
sitional elite cooperation during crucial moments of 
transition. Certain repressive environments are more 
conducive to creating shared identities among political 

opposition than others. When a single group is target-
ed exclusively, traumatic experiences borne of repres-
sion harden identity borders between groups, decreas-
ing the group’s propensity to cooperate with others. In 
contrast, when multiple groups are repressed within a 
widespread repressive environment, shared repressive 
experiences soften the boundaries of and change the 
reference point for group identity, increasing groups’ 
propensities to cooperate. In my dissertation, Egypt 
serves as a case of targeted repression (against the Mus-
lim Brotherhood) and decreasing substantive cooper-
ation among the opposition between 1981 and 2011 

under president Hosni Mubarak, while Tunisia 
serves as a case study of an increasingly widespread 
repressive environment and increased cooperation 
among the opposition between 1987 and 2011 un-
der authoritarian president Zayn al-`Abidin Ben 
`Ali. Each country’s repressive histories has impli-
cations for elite cooperation and its effects on po-
litical developments after the 2011 uprisings, and 
helps to explain why the secular-Islamist axis of 
political competition was more polarizing in Egypt 
than in Tunisia.

Leslie Ribovich, Religion, “Moral Education in De-
votion’s Wake: A History of Teaching Religion, Mo-
rality, and Race in 1950s-60s New York City Public 
Schools”

In my dissertation, I trace changes and continuities in 
how public school participants understood and taught 
morality in NYC in the 1950s and 1960s, focusing on 
Cold War and Civil Rights-era ideas about race and re-
ligion embedded in moral education. I challenge the 
narrative that religion left public schools after the 1962 
and 1963 Supreme Court decisions on the devotional 
exercises of school Bible-reading and prayer. Engag-
ing archival records, legal databases, and visual and 
material culture, I consider the religious and racial dy-
namics of public school-based “moral education” pro-
grams. Through these programs, I argue, NYC public 
school leaders employed religious ideals such as “love 
thy neighbor” to address racialized social problems, 
including interracial conflict and juvenile delinquen-
cy. I argue that these programs created distinctions 
between the religious and secular in public education 
after World War II, presenting curricula where morali-
ty guided by individual belief in God was religious, and 
morality based in values and practices shared across 
groups, regardless of origin, was secular. I show how 

“In particular, my participation in the Reli-
gion and Public Life workshop pushed me 
to think about alternative explanations, 
introduced me to other literatures from so-
ciology and religious studies on collective 
memory and bodily suffering, and forced 
me to question the role that religion – in 
that these collective memories affect reli-
gious political parties and a religious politi-
cal cleavage – plays in my story. “

Elizabeth Nugent
Religion and Public Life Fellow  

diverse communities in NYC challenged, collapsed, re-
produced, and reinterpreted these distinctions.

Grace Tien, Sociology, “China’s Christian Elites”

Rule of law and the legitimacy of state institutions have 
long been of interest to scholars of economic develop-
ment. Recently, developmental economists and sociol-
ogists have begun to consider the role of religion and 
culture as a factor in economic development but have 
yet to consider how these two factors interact. My study 
examines this interaction in the context of systemic cor-
ruption in China, which is considered one of China’s 
greatest obstacles for economic development. The first 
part of my study takes a micro lens to examine the im-
pact and influence of religious and cultural values on 
Chinese Christian elites, which include CEOs, govern-
ment officials, scholars, lawyers, and Christian leaders, 
who have to reconcile their beliefs and values with the 
corruption they face on a daily basis, while generating 
social and economic capital through both religious and 
non-religious networks. This part of the study will be 
based on in-depth interviews, multi-sited ethnogra-
phy, and participant observation. The second part of 
this study will take a macro lens to examine major cit-
ies from a comparative historical perspective, investi-
gating the relationship between the city’s current eco-
nomic success with its past missionary activity—using 
the denomination and level of contact with Christian 
missionaries as a conditional variable for religious in-
fluence on growth (as moderated by corruption).

Undergraduate Research Fellows
The Center annually assists undergraduates by funding 
their junior and senior independent research. The Cen-
ter also works to include Princeton undergraduates in 
its many areas of ongoing research. The following stu-
dents were named Undergraduate Research Fellows for 
2015-2016. In addition to receiving research funding 
these students met together to share their research and 
attended Center-sponsored lectures and workshops.

Alex Cuadrado ’16, French and Italian, “The Poetics of 
Pilgrimage in Dante’s Commedia”

Dante takes on the role of a pilgrim throughout the 
Commedia, and pilgrimage imagery permeates the 
work, especially the Purgatorio and Paradiso. This pil-
grimage, however, is not a mere allegory. Dante con-
stantly reminds the reader that his journey was real and 

that he is a true pilgrim, yet the scholarly discussion 
regarding Dante’s authority has often looked past the 
importance of recognizing the Commedia as a pilgrim 
text. In this study, I argue for the centrality of pilgrim-
age to the Commedia, and the importance of what I call 
the “rhetoric of autopsy,” or the narrative strategy by 
which an author provides an eyewitness account to as-
sert truth (a common technique used in real, historical 
pilgrimage narratives). In the Commedia Dante incor-
porates contemporary politics, a changing landscape 
of symbolic holy spaces, and the literary genre of the 
pilgrimage narrative to endow his poem with the tools 
necessary not only to recount the protagonist’s journey, 
but also to encourage others to follow in his footsteps.

Lauren Frost ’16, Art and Architecture, “The Viewer 
Experience in the Meteora Monasteries”

Ryan Gedrich ’16, Anthropology, “Policing the Per-
formed Identity: The transformative power of the social 
as embodied in Druid’s Irish theatre cycles”

Andrew Hanna ’16, Near Eastern Studies, “From Ber-
bers to Imazighen: Contested Amazigh Identity in Mo-
rocco from 1912-2011”

My thesis focuses on the question of Berber identity in 
Morocco, specifically on understanding how the Berber 
component of Moroccan society was negotiated from 
the colonial era to the present day. Applying an anthro-
pological and historical analysis, I sought to elucidate 

“My time as a CSR undergraduate fellow 
was incredibly fulfilling, as it allowed me 
to expand my horizons. The events I chose 
to attend were related to Buddhism, a 
religion I have had minimal exposure to 
during my time at Princeton. I took a REL 
class on Mind and Meditation in the fall, 
writing my final paper on comparative 
practices in Buddhism and Sufism. Bridg-
ing the gap between the Abrahamic tradi-
tions I study and the Hindu-Buddhist world 
was a challenging, yet fruitful, intellectual 
exercise. “

Andrew Hanna ’16
Undergraduate Fellow  
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how Berbers fit into the religious and political frame-
work of Moroccan society at key moments of Moroccan 
history. No other similar construed ethnic group in the 
Arab world has achieved the same level of recognition of 
their place within national identity as have the Berbers. 
This recognition has been achieved in spite of strong 
opposing factors, including French divide-and-rule co-
lonial strategies and pan Arab/Islamic movements. Key 

to understanding my argument is the century-long shift 
in how Moroccans, and the Berbers specifically, iden-
tified themselves. Shifting from a primarily religious 
self-identification to other more “contemporary” modes 
of identification (ethno-linguistic, political, trans-na-

tional) disrupted the Mo-
roccan identity paradigm, 
allowing local actors both 
Arab and Berber alike to 
reshape it in their own im-
age. Ultimately, the Berbers 
have set Morocco on a path 
of greater pluralism, but 
still face serious challenges 
in the form of modern-day 
Islamist movements that 
deny the whole legitimacy 
of their linguistic and reli-
gious heritage.

Isabel Henderson ’16, His-
tory, “Fox hunting and the 
Irish Revolution”

Sarah Jacobs ’16, Near 
Eastern Studies, “A Bitter Aftertaste of Jasmine: Islamic 
State Recruitment of Tunisian Fighters”

In the recent years, the Islamic State has succeeded in 
recruiting 6,000-7,000 Tunisian fighters – significantly 
more total and per capita fighters than from any other 
country of origin. This temporally and geographically 
unique phenomenon is not sufficiently explained by Tu-
nisia’s socioeconomic frustration, religious history, or 
porous border with Libya. Rather, this paper proposes 
that the Islamic State’s dual images of heroic hyper-vio-
lence and functional governance carry a unique appeal 
to Tunisian young men as a result of Tunisia’s peaceful 
Jasmine Revolution. The Tunisian men who feel emas-
culated by what they see as the failure of their peace-
ful revolution are attracted to the Islamic State image 
of masculinity. The Islamic State offers an opportunity 
to achieve manhood through a “real” revolution, con-
structed upon the heroism of violence. This idealization 
of war is particularly effective in Tunisia, as unlike any 
other country in the region, Tunisia has not recently 
experienced war. Consequently, Tunisians are not able 
to contextualize the heroic image of violence with the 
reality of war. Additionally, the Jasmine Revolution can 
most accurately be seen as an attempt to replace dys-

“As an Undergraduate Fellow, I appreciated 
being invited to be a member of the great-
er Center for the Study of Religion scholas-
tic community.  I felt honored, at the break-
fast at 
the be-
ginning 
of the 
year, to 
speak 
about 
my in-
depen-
dent 
work 
along-
side 
pro-
fessors 
who 
have 
meant so much to my personal and ac-
ademic development.  In particular, I re-
connected with Professor Fernandez-Kelly 
whom I consider a mentor.  Her discussion 
of her recently published book The Hero’s 
Fight: African Americans in West Baltimore 
and the Shadow of the State at a CSR event 
this past fall and personal advice to me 
influenced my career aspirations and con-
tinue to challenge my role in civil society.”

Safeeyah Quereshi ’16 
Undergraduate Fellow 

functional governance with functional governance, ca-
pable of providing social services and infrastructure. 
Although the Tunisian revolution attempted to accom-
plish such goals through regime change and democ-
ratization, for those disappointed with the revolution’s 
results, the Islamic State purports to provide an alterna-
tive means to achieve such goals. Tunisians are primed 
to believe that the Islamic State is capable of providing 
functional governance because of their experience with 
Ansar al-Shariah, a Tunisian jihadi Salafi group.

Stephanie Leotsakos ’16, Music, “Studying Histori-
cal Elements of Opera, Music, Theater, Religion, and 
Architecture in Verona, Italy” and “OMG Opera Thesis 
Production”

Ryan Low ’16, “A New Assessment of Private Jurisdic-
tion and Royal Power in Medieval Paris”

My senior thesis analyzes legal conflicts between ec-
clesiastical and royal jurisdictions in thirteenth-cen-
tury Paris. In medieval Paris, the king possessed juris-
diction over only a fraction of the city’s land, houses, 
and thoroughfares. It was individual lords, commercial 
organizations, and especially ecclesiastical institutions 
that exercised “private” jurisdiction within the other 
terrains. Taken together, I have attempted to investigate 
the “crazy-quilt” of medieval jurisdiction in Paris in a 
fashion similar to the royal officials working for Philip 
III. One goal today is, as it was then, to identify these 
jurisdictions’ territorial and legal boundaries and de-
termine how contemporary legal actors described and 
enforced them. I also attempt to go further, and ask 
why disputes arose at all and what was at stake for royal 
and ecclesiastical parties to those disputes. Each con-
test provided opportunities for the various lords of Par-
is to assert ideological claims to authority and lay the 
foundations for expanded economic and political pow-
er. Jurisdiction was complicated, and could serve as an 
impediment to—rather than a convenient expression 
of—royal or clerical ideologies. Yet another goal here is 
to tease apart the on-the-ground challenges to making 
ideological claims through pretentions to the exercise 
of justice. Why did the question of jurisdiction over 
specific neighborhoods persist for centuries? How did 
accords attempt to resolve these contests, and to what 
extent and why did those accords succeed or fail?

Savannah Marquardt ’16, Classics, “Cult of Bendis”

Erin O’Brien ’16, Near Eastern Studies, “A Genealogy 

of the Veil in Post-Revolutionary Iranian Culture”

Safeeyah Quereshi ’16, Religion, “Jinn and Topics of 
Spiritual Contamination: Constructions of Woman-
hood and Madness in Islamic Societies”

My thesis approaches the topics of madness, gender, 
and the convergence of the two in an attempt to un-
derstand the spectrum of innate mental capacity and its 
place in my religion through questions of accountabil-
ity and anxieties of spiritual and bodily contamination. 
These questions involve examining different cultural 
approaches, consideration of disability, and legal ram-
ifications. Soundness of mind is crucial for the forma-
tion of intention and the conscious moral differentia-
tion between courses of action, which itself has a huge 
place in the conception of free will in Islam. Yet, there 
are many mysterious factors which can cause lapses in 
human sanity. Jinn are incorporeal beings of smokeless 
fire who are a source of real danger and moral tempta-
tion: I attempted to consider religious and cultural con-
siderations of jinn possession alongside ever-evolving 
historic and cultural understandings of madness in an 
Islamic social context.

Miklos Szebeni ’16, History, “A Comparative Analysis 
of Late Antique Monastic Institutions”

Grace Singleton ’16, Religion, “Biblical female arche-
types — Eve and Lilith — and their representation in 
Martha Graham’s Embattled Garden”

My thesis focuses on Martha Graham’s Embattled Gar-
den, which represents the Garden of Eden narrative 
through modern dance. The work considers two arche-
typal female figures from Judeo-Christian thought, Eve 
and Lilith, and highlights the association between the 
status of their bodies in foundational texts and tradi-
tions and their corresponding archetypal symbolisms. 
Reading Embattled Garden within a framework that 
considers both the Judeo-Christian foundations of Eve 
and Lilith as archetypes and the modern dance tradi-
tion points to the connection between the archetyp-
al identities embodied by Eve and Lilith. Through her 
engagement with Eve and Lilith and her distinct rep-
resentation of each woman through movement, Gra-
ham’s work emphasizes the role that each woman’s body 
holds in determining her archetypal status. This thesis 
demonstrates the use of modern dance as a means of re-
vealing the presence and influence of components of fe-
male identity and experience that are, at times, masked, 
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suppressed or demonized by perceptions of female ar-
chetypes. Moreover, this thesis argues that Graham’s de-
piction of Eve and Lilith on the same stage, in the same 
work, draws attention the interconnectedness of the 
distinct components of womanhood that, though di-

vided between the two women in traditional archetypal 
symbolism, are part of a single, unified womanhood.

Rachel Wilson ’16, Art and Archaeology, “The De-
struction of English Medieval Cathedrals during the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries” and “The Visual Cult of 
Saint Etheldreda”

Michal Wiseman ’16, Psychology, “Are You There God? 
It’s Me: Prayer as Self-Disclosure and its Effect on Affec-
tive States”

Research on self-disclosure and prayer has found that 
both confer emotional benefit on the actor, whether the 
discloser or pray-er, yet, despite the significant similar-
ities of these results, little research has been done on 
their overlap. The studies presented here test whether 
self-disclosure is in fact the mechanism by which those 
who pray benefit from this act. The following studies 
used surveys to test the effect of the receiver of the dis-
closure, whether God or a person, and whether trust-
worthy or untrustworthy, on the discloser, in terms of 
affective state. The expectation was that disclosure to a 
trustworthy receiver would yield positive results on af-
fective states, and if God were the receiver these would be 
stronger for those who believe in God.  A separate study 
tested the effect of prayer type on the pray-er, again in 
terms of affective state. The expectation was that those 
prayers that were most similar to self-disclosure would 

yield the most 
positive results 
on affective 
states. While 
there were a 
number of note-
worthy effects on 
affective state in 
each study, they 
were generally 
not in the ex-
pected direction. 
Implications of 
these results and 
possibilities for 
future research 
are discussed.

Executive 
Committee
The Center is ad-

Undergraduate Fellows Alex Cuadrado’16, Rachel Wilson’16, 
and Savannah Marquardt ’16 enjoy the CSR End of Year Party

“The Center for the Study of Religion’s gen-
erous support allowed me to travel to Flor-
ence and Rome over the summer to con-
duct hands-on manuscript research related 
to my thesis. I examined several 14th-cen-
tury books that recounted the journeys of 
pilgrims from Italy to the Holy Land, most 
notably those of Fra Niccolò da Poggibonsi 
and Lionardo da Frescobaldi – which I used 
to understand the context of pilgrimage 
literature in which Dante was writing. Back 
at Princeton, I found the community of CSR 
Undergraduate Fellows to be an intellectu-
ally stimulating, curious, and helpful group 
of interlocutors that were interested not 
only in my thesis in particular, but also the 
study of religion in general.” 

Alex Cuadrado ’16
Undergraduate Fellow  

ministered by an interdepartmental faculty com-
mittee appointed to rotating terms by the Dean of 
the Faculty. The committee sets policy for the Cen-
ter and serves as the review and selection committee 
for all applications to the Center, including those for 
its conferences and lecture series, graduate student 
fellows, and undergraduate seminars.

Wallace Best (Ph.D., Northwestern) is Professor 
of Religion and African American Studies. His re-
search and teaching focus on the areas of African 
American religion, religion and literature, Pente-
costalism, and Womanist theology. He is the au-
thor of Passionately Human, No Less Divine: Reli-
gion and Culture in Black Chicago, 1915-1952. He is 
currently at work on two books: an anthology en-
titled Elder Lucy Smith: Documents from the life of 
a Pentecostal Woman Preacher and an exploration 
of the religious thought of the poet Langston Hughes, 
entitled Langston’s Salvation: American Religion and the 
Bard of Harlem. 

João Biehl (Ph.D., University of California, Berke-
ley; Ph.D., Graduate Theological Union) is Susan Dod 
Brown Professor of Anthropology and Woodrow Wil-
son School Faculty Associate. Biehl is the author of the 
award-winning books Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Aban-
donment and of Will to Live: AIDS Therapies and the 
Politics of Survival. He also co-edited the books When 
People Come First: Critical Studies in Global Health and 
Subjectivity: Ethnographic Investigations. Biehl has been 
a National Institute of Mental Health Postdoctoral Fel-
low at Harvard University, a Guggenheim Fellow, and 
a Member of the Center for Theological Inquiry. Biehl 
received Princeton’s Presidential Distinguished Teach-
ing Award in 2005 and Princeton’s Graduate Mentor-
ing Award in 2012. He is currently writing The Valley 
of Lamentation, a historical ethnography of the Mucker 
War, a religious war that shattered German-Brazilian 
communities in the 19th century. He is also working on 
a book titled Anthropology of Becoming, and is collab-
orating on a book project on Oikographia, which fore-
grounds the house as a key site of empirical and concep-
tual analysis.

Ellen Chances (Ph.D., Princeton University) is Professor 
of Russian literature in the Department of Slavic Languages 
and Literatures. Her scholarly and teaching interests range 
from studies on individual authors such as Andrei Bitov, 
Dostoevsky, Chekhov, and Kharms, to broad interdisciplin-

ary explorations of the psychology of culture, and the inter-
play between literature and the other arts. Her specialties are 
the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first-century Russian 
novel; Soviet and post-Soviet Russian literature and culture; 
the study of literature in its historical context; literature and 
ideas; literature and art; literature and values; and literature 
and film. In addition to writing fiction, memoirs, essays and 
poetry, she is the author most recently of Andrei Bitov: The 
Ecology of Inspiration.

Mitchell Duneier (Ph.D., University of Chicago) is 
Maurice P. During Professor of Sociology and author of 
Slim’s Table, Sidewalk, Ghetto: The Invention of a Place, 
The History of an Idea (forthcoming), and Introduction 
to Sociology (with Giddens et. al., Ninth Edition, 2012). 
A graduate of the University of Chicago, he works in the 
traditions of urban ethnography that began there in the 
1920s. Recent graduate seminars include “Ethnography 
and Public Policy,” “The Chicago School,” and “Ethno-
graphic Methods.” Undergraduate courses include “In-
troduction to Sociology,” “The Ghetto,” and “Sociology 
from E-Street: Bruce Springsteen’s America.”

Amaney Jamal (Ph.D., University of Michigan) is the 
Edwards S. Sanford Professor of Politics and Director 
of the Mamdouha S. Bobst Center. Her current re-
search focuses on democratization and the politics of 
civic engagement in the Arab World and includes the 
study of Muslim and Arab Americans and the pathways 
that structure their patterns of civic engagement in the 
U.S. Jamal’s books include Barriers to Democracy, and 
as co-author, Race and Arab Americans Before and Af-
ter 9/11: From Invisible Citizens to Visible Subjects and 

Executive Committee Member Christian Wildberg
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Citizenship and Crisis: Arab Detroit after 9/11. Jamal’s 
fourth book, Of Empires and Citizens: Pro American 
Democracy or No Democracy at All? was published in 
2012. In addition to directing Princeton’s Workshop on 
Arab Political Development, Jamal directs several other 
research projects.

Kevin M. Kruse (Ph.D., Cornell University) is Professor 
of History. His research has centered on political, south-
ern, and urban/suburban history in modern America, 
with particular interest in the making of modern con-
servatism. Focused on conflicts over race, rights, and 
religion, he also studies the postwar South and mod-
ern suburbia. Recent publications include White Flight: 
Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism and, 
as co-editor, The New Suburban History, Spaces of the 
Modern City, and Fog of War: The Second World War 
and the Civil Rights Movement. His study of the rise of 
American religious nationalism in the mid-twentieth 
century, One Nation Under God: How Corporate Amer-
ica Invented Christian America, was published in 2015.

Katherine T. Rohrer (Ph.D., Princeton University) sits 
with the Committee as a non-voting member and is Vice 
Provost for Academic Programs. She is secretary of the 
Academic Planning Group and of the Priorities Com-
mittee. She has served as Associate Dean of the Faculty 
and has taught as a full-time faculty member in the De-
partments of Music at both Princeton and Columbia. 
Her scholarly interests concern seventeenth-century 
music, particularly opera and the works of Henry Pur-

cell. She is a practicing Anglican 
choral musician.

Stephen F. Teiser (Ph.D., Prince-
ton University) teaches history of 
religions at Princeton University, 
where he is D.T. Suzuki Professor 
in Buddhist Studies and Direc-
tor of the Program in East Asian 
Studies. He is interested in the in-
teraction between Buddhism and 
indigenous Chinese traditions, 
brought into focus through the 
wealth of sūtras, non-canonical 
texts, and artistic evidence un-
earthed on the Silk Road. With 
support from a 2013 Social Sci-
ence Research Council fellow-
ship, “New Directions in the 
Study of Prayer,” he is completing 
a book entitled Curing with Kar-

ma, focusing on medieval liturgical manuscripts used 
in Buddhist rituals for healing. He is also working on a 
book (in Chinese) on ritual and the study of Buddhism, 
growing out of the Guanghua Lectures by Distinguished 
Scholars in the Humanities he delivered in 2014 at Fu-
dan University in Shanghai.

Judith Weisenfeld (Ph.D., Princeton University) is the 
Agate Brown and George L. Collord Professor of Re-
ligion and Associate Faculty in the Center for African 
American Studies. Her field is American religious his-
tory, with particular emphasis on 20th-century African 
American religious history, black women’s history, and 
religion in American film and popular culture. She is 
the author of Hollywood Be Thy Name: African Amer-
ican Religion in American Film, 1929-1949 and African 
American Women and Christian Activism: New York’s 
Black YWCA, 1905-1945. Her most recent book is New 
World A-Coming: Black Religion and Racial Identity 
during the Great Migration, which has been supported 
by grants from the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities and the American Council of Learned Soci-
eties.

Christian Wildberg (Ph.D., Cambridge) is Professor of 
Classics. He is a historian of ancient philosophy, with a 
focus on the history of philosophy in late antiquity. He 
also has strong interests in Greek literature, especially 
tragedy, and Greek religion. His publications include a 

Retiring Vice Provost Katherine Rohrer 
receives a gift from CSR to honor her 
long-time support of the Center

study of the function of the gods in Euripidean trage-
dy, Hyperesie und Epiphanie: Ein Versuch über die Be-
deutung der Götter in den Dramen des Euripides (2002). 
Most recently, he has edited volumes on such diverse 
topics as mysticism, Aristotle’s cosmology, and the cult 
of Dionysus. His current researches focus on the history 
of Neoplatonism, the Corpus Hermeticum, the develop-
ment of the concept of evil in antiquity, and on pseude-
pigraphical philosophical letters (Plato, Aristotle).

Robert Wuthnow (Ph.D., University of California, 
Berkeley), Center Director, is the Gerhard R. Andlinger 
’52 Professor of Sociology. His research and teaching 
focus on social and cultural change in communities. He 
is interested in the structural (economic, demograph-
ic, political) conditions that elicit short- and long-term 
change, the social movements that mobilize and respond 
to change, and the effects of social change for civil soci-
ety, for the moral obligations that bond people togeth-
er, and for cultural understandings of justice, human 
dignity, and personal meaning. He has paid particular 
attention to these questions in religious communities, 
asking how new movements emerge, how congrega-
tions respond to immigration and religious pluralism, 
how they make use of the arts and engage in social ser-
vice activities, and how they are affected by generational 
dynamics. Recent publications include Rough Country:  
How Texas Became America’s Most Powerful Bible-Belt 
State and Inventing American Religion:  Polls, Surveys, 
and the Tenuous Quest for a Nation’s Faith. 

Jenny Wiley Legath (Ph.D., Princeton University) is 
Associate Director of the Center. 
She specializes in American reli-
gious history with a focus on wom-
en’s religious history in the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries. 
Her current project, “Sanctified 
Spinsters: the Protestant Deacon-
ess Movement in the United States” 
is under consideration for publica-
tion. She sits with the Committee 
as a non-voting member.

Faculty Associates
Faculty Associates are members 
of the University faculty who have 
expressed particular interest in the 
activities of the Center and who 
help advise Center staff about rel-

evant activities and interests in their respective depart-
ments. Complete descriptions of their publications and 
research and teaching interests are featured on the Cen-
ter’s website for students interested in knowing more 
about faculty resources in the study of religion. 

Chrispher Achen (Ph.D., Yale University) is Roger Wil-
liams Straus Professor of Social Sciences and Professor of 
Politics. His research interest is Political Methodology, 
particularly in its application to empirical democratic 
theory, American Politics, and International Relations. 
He is the author of Interpreting and Using Regression and 
The Statistical Analysis of Quasi-Experiments. His next 
book is entitled Voter Turnout in Multi-Level Systems.

André Benhaïm (Ph.D., Emory University) is Associ-
ate Professor of French. He studies twentieth-century 
French prose literature and culture and Francophone 
literature and culture from North Africa and the Medi-
terranean, with particular interest in questions of iden-
tity and representation, ethics and aesthetics, and the 
relationship among “canonical” literature, contempo-
rary works, and “popular culture.”

Leora F. Batnitzky (Ph.D., Princeton University) is 
Professor of Religion. Her teaching and research in-
terests include philosophy of religion, modern Jewish 
thought, hermeneutics, and contemporary legal and 
political theory. 

John Borneman (Ph.D., Harvard University) is Profes-
sor of Anthropology. His research focuses on two sets of 
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relationships: on the relation of the state and law to inti-
macy and practices of care; and on the relation of polit-
ical identification, belonging, and authority to forms of 
justice, accountability, and regime change. With regard 
to religious studies, he explores the displacement of the 
sacred in and through secular processes.

D. Graham Burnett (Ph.D., Cambridge University) is 
Professor of History. His interests include the history of 
natural history and the sciences of the earth and the sea 
from the 17th through the 20th centuries. 

Michael Cadden is Senior Lecturer in Theater, and 
Chair, in the Peter B. Lewis Center for the Creative and 
Performing Arts. His areas of interest include modern 
and contemporary theater, Shakespeare in performance, 
and Australian literature and theater.

Rafaela Dancygier (Ph.D., Yale University) is Assistant 
Professor of Politics and Public and International Affairs. 
Her research focuses on the domestic consequences of 
international immigration, the incorporation of immi-
grants, the political representation of ethnic minorities, 
and the determinants of ethnic conflict.

Jessica Delgado (Ph.D., University of California-Berke-
ley) is Assistant Professor of Religion. Her field is the 
history of religion in Latin America with a focus on 
Mexico in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 
Her forthcoming book is Troubling Devotion: Laywom-
en and the Church in Colonial Mexico, 1630-1770.

Patricia Fernández-Kelly (Ph.D., 
Rutgers University) is Senior Lecturer 
in the Department of Sociology and  
Research Associate in the Office of 
Population Research. Her field is in-
ternational development with an em-
phasis on immigration, race, ethnicity, 
and gender.

Margaret Frye (Ph.D., University 
of California-Berkeley) is Assistant 
Professor of Sociology and works at 
the intersection of demography and 
cultural sociology. Her empirical re-
search, primarily in Malawi, looks at 
the influence of culture on education-
al choices, romantic experiences and 
evaluations of sexual desirability.

Eddie S. Glaude Jr. (Ph.D., Princeton 
University) is William S. Tod Professor of Religion and 
African American Studies. His research interests in-
clude American pragmatism, specifically the work of 
John Dewey, and African American religious history 
and its place in American public life. 

Jonathan Gold (Ph.D., University of Chicago) is Asso-
ciate Professor of Religion. His research focuses on San-
skrit and Tibetan Buddhist intellectual traditions-es-
pecially theories of interpretation, translation, and 
learning. 

Anthony Grafton (Ph.D., University of Chicago) is 
Henry Putnam University Professor of History and 
Chair of the Council of the Humanities. Grafton’s in-
terests lie in the cultural history of Renaissance Europe, 
the history of books and readers, the history of schol-
arship and education in the West from Antiquity to the 
19th century, and the history of science from Antiquity 
to the Renaissance. 

Eric Gregory (Ph.D., Yale University) is Professor of 
Religion. His interests include religious and philosoph-
ical ethics, theology, bioethics, political theory, and the 
role of religion in public life. 

Jonathan Gribetz (Ph.D., Columbia University) is As-
sistant Professor in Near Eastern Studies and the Pro-
gram in Judaic Studies. He researches the history of Zi-
onism, Palestine, Israel, Jerusalem, and the Arab-Jewish 
encounter. 

Jan Gross (Ph.D., Yale University) is Nor-
man B. Tomlinson ’16 and ’48 Professor 
of War and Society. He studies modern 
Europe, focusing on comparative politics, 
totalitarian and authoritarian regimes, 
Soviet and East European politics, and the 
Holocaust. 

Olga P. Hasty (Ph.D., Yale University) is 
Professor of Slavic Languages and Liter-
atures. She devotes herself primarily to 
poets of the nineteenth century and the 
modernist period (e.g. Pushkin, Pav-
lova, Pasternak, and Tsvetaeva).

Michael Jennings (Ph.D., University 
of Virginia) is Class of 1900 Professor 
of Modern Languages and Chair of the Department 
of German. His research and teaching focus on 20th 
century European literature, photography, and cul-
tural theory. 

Beatrice Kitzinger (Ph.D., Harvard University) is 
Assistant Professor of Art and Archaeology. She spe-
cializes in the art of the western European Middle 
Ages. Her research examines intersections of artis-
tic media, of pictorial and liturgical space, and of 
historical, eschatological, and ritual time primarily 
in manuscript illumination between the eighth and 
tenth centuries.

Eve Krakowski (Ph.D., University of Chicago) is 
Assistant Professor of Near Eastern Studies and the 
Program in Judaic Studies. She focuses on the social 
history of the medieval Middle East, with particular 
interests in women’s history, family history, and the 
history of religious practice.

Christina Lee (Ph.D., Princeton University) is a ten-
ured research scholar in the Department of Spanish 
and Portuguese. Her current research examines His-
panic-Asian forms of religious devotions in the Span-
ish Philippines during the early colonial period.

Hendrik Lorenz (Ph.D., Oxford University) is Pro-
fessor of Philosophy. His research centers on Plato, 
Aristotle, the Stoics and Plotinus, focusing on issues 
in (moral) psychology and epistemology.

Carolina Mangone (Ph.D., University of Toronto) 
is Assistant Professor of Art and Archaeology. She 

specializes in southern Renaissance and Baroque art 
and is currently researching how Gianlorenzo Ber-
nini, the “Michelangelo of his age,” perpetuated his 
predecessor’s achievement in an epoch as deeply am-
bivalent about Michelangelo’s artistic exemplarity as 
it was wholly obsessed with his prestige and celebrity.

Meredith Martin (Ph.D., University of Michigan) 
is Associate Professor of English. She specializes in 
anglophone poetry from 1830 to the present, with 
particular interests in historical poetics,  poetry and 
public culture, and disciplinary and pedagogical his-
tory.

Jan-Werner Müller (D.Phil., Oxford University) is 
Professor of Politics. His research interests include 
the history of modern political thought, liberalism 
and its critics, constitutionalism, religion and poli-
tics, and the normative dimensions of European in-
tegration.

Chika Okeke-Agulu (Ph.D., Emory University) is 
Associate Professor of Art and Archaeology and Af-
rican American Studies. He specializes in African 
and African Diaspora art and visual cultures, with a 
particular interest in the history of modernism in Af-
rica and the intersection of art and politics in mod-
ern and contemporary art.

Elaine Pagels (Ph.D., Harvard University) is the 
Harrington Spear Paine Foundation Professor of Re-
ligion. She has published widely on Gnosticism and 
early Christianity and continues to pursue research 
interests in late antiquity.

Religion and Culture Seminar
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Seth Perry (Ph.D., University of Chicago) is Assistant 
Professor of Religion. He is interested in American re-
ligious history, with a particular focus on print culture 
and the creation of religious authority.

Sara S. Poor (Ph.D., Duke University) is Associate 
Professor of German. Her primary research interests 
are in the areas of Gender Studies and medieval Ger-
man literature. 

Sarah Rivett (Ph.D., University of Chicago) is As-
sistant Professor of English. She specializes in early 
American and transatlantic literature and culture.

Lawrence Rosen (Ph.D., University of Chicago) is 
William Nelson Cromwell Professor of Anthropology. 
His main interests are in the relation between cultural 
concepts and their implementation in social and legal 
relationships.

Carolyn Rouse (Ph.D., University of Southern Cali-
fornia) is Professor of Anthropology and Director of 
the Program in African Studies. She is a cultural an-
thropologist who focuses on how evidence and au-

thority are used to validate truth claims and calls for 
social justice. 

Marina Rustow (Ph.D., Columbia University) is Khe-
douri A. Zilkha Professor of Jewish Civilization in the 
Near East. She is a social historian of the medieval 
Middle East who works primarily with sources from 
the Cairo Geniza. Her research has centered on Egypt 
and Syria from the tenth century to the fifteenth, with 
occasional forays into Europe and modernity. 

Esther H. Schor (Ph.D., Yale University) is a poet and 
professor of English and founding Chair of the Com-
mittee on American Jewish Studies. Her teaching inter-
ests include British Romanticism and literature, Scrip-
ture, and religion. 

Teresa Shawcross (Ph.D., University of Oxford) is As-
sociate Professor of History. She is a historian of the 
Byzantine Empire and the Mediterranean World in the 
Middle Ages who is currently studying medieval theo-
ries and practices of empire.

Nigel Smith (D. Phil., Oxford University) is William 
and Annie S. Paton Foundation Professor of Ancient 
and Modern Literature. His interests include poetry; 
poetic theory; the social role of literature; literature, 
politics and religion; literature and visual art; heresy 
and heterodoxy; radical literature; early prose fiction; 
women’s writing; journalism; censorship; the early 
modern public sphere; travel; and the history of lin-
guistic ideas.

Jeffrey Stout (Ph.D., Princeton University) is Professor 
and Director of Graduate Studies in Religion. His in-
terests include theories of religion, religious and philo-
sophical ethics, philosophy of religion, social criticism, 
political thought, modern theology, and film. 

Jack Tannous (Ph.D., Princeton University) is Assis-
tant Professor of History. He is interested in the cultur-
al history of the eastern Mediterranean, and especially 
in the Syriac-speaking Christian communities in the 
Late Antique and early medieval period.

Moulie Vidas (Ph.D., Princeton University) is Assis-
tant Professor of Religion and the Program in Judaic 
Studies. His current projects include a monograph on 
the emergence of Talmudic culture in Roman Pales-
tine and a co-edited collection of essays on late ancient 
knowledge.

Barbara White (Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh) is 
Professor of Music and Director of Composers’ Ensem-
ble. She is a chamber music composer whose scholarly 
writings address the coordination between sound and 
image, the relationship between creative activity and 
everyday life, and the impact on music of gender, lis-
tening, and spirituality.

Tamsen Wolff (Ph.D., Columbia University) is Associ-
ate Professor of English. She specializes in modern and 
contemporary drama and performance, gender stud-
ies, cultural studies, voice, directing, and dramaturgy.

Muhammad Qasim Zaman (Ph.D., McGill Universi-
ty) is Robert H. Niehaus ’77 Professor of Near Eastern 
Studies and Religion. His research interests include: 
religious authority in classical, medieval, and modern 
Islam; history of Islamic law in the Middle East and 
in late medieval and modern South Asia; institutions 
and traditions of learning in Islam; Islamic political 
thought; and contemporary religious and political 
movements in the Muslim world. 

Advisory Council
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EVENTS
Throughout the year, the Center sponsored 
many public lectures, discussions and sym-
posia. These well-attended events attracted 
the interest of students, faculty, and the wider 
Princeton community. Video or audio record-
ings of most events are available online from 
the Center’s website, and a podcast subscrip-
tion will become available this Fall. In addition 
to financial support from Princeton University, 
the Center’s public events are funded through a 
variety of sources. The Doll Family Lectureship 
on Religion and Money, inaugurated in 2007, 
was established through a gift from Henry C. 
Doll ’58 and his family. The Woodrow Wilson 
School of Public and International Affairs is 
the co-sponsor of the Crossroads of Religion 
and Politics Discussion Series. 

Crossroads of Religion and Politics 
Discussion Series
“The Hero’s Fight: Race, Religion, Poverty and the State 
in West Baltimore” with Patricia Fernández-Kelly, De-
partment of Sociology, September 28, 2015

“Civic Engagement and the Welfare State: The Swedish 
Case” with Johan von Essen, Institute for Civil Society 
Research, Ersta Sköndal 
University, October 27, 
2015

“The Battle for Yellow-
stone: Morality and En-
vironmental Conflict” 
with Justin Farrell, Yale 
University, November 9, 
2015

“The Texas Textbook 
Controversy” with 
Jennifer Graber, 
University of Texas at 
Austin, April 14, 2016

Doll Family Lecture on Religion and 
Money
“Creating an Economy of Inclusion: Faith Active in Pol-
itics,” Simone Campbell, SSS, NETWORK: A National 
Catholic Social Justice Lobby, February 10, 2016

Faith and Work Initiative Events
“Dual Career Couples,” Faith and Ethics in the Execu-
tive Suite Conversation with Marion Ott ’76 and Craig 
Philip ’75, May 27, 2016

Doll Lecturer Sister Simone Campbell

Co-Sponsored Events
“Believing What We Read: Fiction and 
Credulity in the Long Eighteenth Cen-
tury” Micro-Symposium organized by 
Sophie Gee, Department of English, 
October 20, 2015

“Constructions: History and Narrativi-
ty, Past, Present & Future” Comparative 
Literature Conference, featuring key-
note lecture by Rei Terada, “Historical 
Transition and Transition as Such,” Oc-
tober 23-24, 2015

Conference on “Hypatia of Alexandria: 
Her Context and Her Legacy,” featuring 
keynote lecture “Hypatia and her Eigh-
teenth Century Reception” by Edward 
Watts, University of California, San Di-
ego, December 11-12, 2015

Undergraduate Conference on Judaic 
Studies, organized by Elliot Salinger 
’17, February 14, 2016

Conference on “Beyond Authority: 
Transmission and Tradition in Late 
Antiquity,” organized by Moulie Vidas, 
Department of Religion, March 20-22, 
2016

“Is There Still Such a Thing as an Islam-
ic World?” Slimane Zeghidour, TV 5 
Monde, France, April 11, 2016

“Codes of Conduct: How to Behave 
in the Middle Ages,” Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Conference in Medieval Stud-
ies, April 22, 2016

“Native Testimony” Conference orga-
nized by the Princeton American In-
dian Studies Working Group, May 6-7, 
2016

Interdisciplinary Ethnography Work-
shop, “Ethnographic Explorations,” fea-
turing: 

•• “Multispecies and Non-human 
Ethnography” with Nicolas Langlitz, 
The New School; Etienne Benson, 
University of Pennsylvania; and Eben 
Kirksey, Department of Anthropology, 
February 16, 2016

•• “Ethnography of Organizations” 
with Janet Vertesi, Department of So-
ciology, and Angele Christin, The New 
School, February 22, 2016 

•• “Collaborative Ethnogra-
phy” with Daniel Goldstein, Rut-
gers University, and Laurence Ralph, 
Harvard University, March 1, 2016 
 
“Experimenting with Ethnograph-
ic Form” with Anand Pandian, Johns 
Hopkins University, March 29, 2016
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Faculty-Directed Event
“Book History and Religious Studies” Work-
shop organized by Seth Perry, Department of 
Religion, September 30-October 2, 2015, with 
keynote lectures: 

•• “Scripturalization: A Theory of the Politics 
of Language” by Vincent Wimbush, Insti-
tute for Signifying Scripture, September 
30, 2015

•• “Adventures in Religious Reading: Paths to 
the Christian Past in Renaissance Europe” 
by Anthony Grafton, History, October 2, 
2015

Buddhist Studies Workshop
Biennial Graduate Student Symposium in East Asian 
Art, February 27, 2016

“Making Buddhist Kingdoms across the Indian Ocean, 
1200-1500” Buddhist Studies Workshop Lecture  
by Anne Blackburn, Cornell University, April 14, 2016

Buddhist Studies Workshop  
International Forum on Modern Chinese Buddhism, 
April 23, 2016 

“Did the Buddha(s) teach any dharma according to 
Nāgārjuna?” Buddhist Studies Workshop Lecture  
by Shoryu Katsura, Ryukoku University, Emeritus, 
with a response from Sara L. McClintock, Emory Uni-
versity, April 28, 2016

International Conference on Buddhist Manuscript 
Cultures, organized by Stephen F. Teiser, Depart-
ment of Religion, co-sponsored with the Tang Cen-
ter for East Asian Art, featuring keynote address by 
Lothar Ledderose, Heidelberg University, January 
15-17, 2016

https://csr.princeton.edu/buddhistmanuscriptcultures2016/
https://csr.princeton.edu/buddhistmanuscriptcultures2016/
https://csr.princeton.edu/buddhistmanuscriptcultures2016/
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PUBLICATIONS
Following is a partial list of books and articles published 

during the past year or forthcoming by current and 
recent graduate students, visiting fellows, and scholars 
affiliated with or supported by the Center. All cover im-
ages are copyrighted by and used by permission of their 
respective publishing houses.

Books
Ards, Angela. Words of Witness: Black Women’s Autobiogra-

phy in the Post-Brown Era. Madison: University of Wis-
consin Press, 2016. 

Bevilacqua, Alexander. The Republic of Arabic Letters: Islam 
and the European Enlightenment. Cambridge: Harvard 
University Press, forthcoming.

Blazer, Annie. Playing for God: Evangelical Women and the 
Unintended Consequences of Sports Ministry. New York: 
New York University Press, 2015.

Brown, Tammy. City of Islands: Caribbean Intellectuals in 
New York. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 2015. 

Brownlee, Jason, Tarek Masoud and Andrew Reynolds. The 
Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform. Ox-
ford: Oxford University Press, 2015.

Bulman, William J. Anglican Enlightenment: Orientalism, Re-
ligion and Politics in England and its Empire, 1648-1715. 
New York: Cambridge University Press, 2015.

Carbine, Rosemary P. and Hilda P. Koster, eds. The Gift of 
Theology: The Contribution of Kathryn Tanner. Minne-
apolis: Fortress Press, 2015.

— and Robert G. Ingram, eds., God in the 
Enlightenment. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2016.

Cann, Candi K. Virtual Afterlives: Grieving 
the Dead in the Twenty-First Century. 
Lexington: University Press of Ken-
tucky, 2015.

Clydesdale, Tim. The Purposeful Graduate: 
Why Colleges Must Talk to Students 
About Vocation. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, 2015.

Davidman, Lynn. Becoming Un-Orthodox: 
Stories of Ex-Hasidic Jews. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2015.

Dochuk, Darren and Matthew Avery Sutton, eds. Faith in the 
New Millennium: The Future of Religion and American 
Politics. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015.

Eichman, Jennifer. A Late Sixteenth-Century Chinese Bud-
dhist Fellowship: Spiritual Ambitions, Intellectual De-
bates, and Epistolary Connections. Leiden: Brill, 2016. 

—, trans. A Book to Burn and a Book to Keep (Hidden) by 
Li Zhi.  Edited by Rivi Handler-Spitz, Pauline Lee, and 
Haun Saussy. New York: Columbia University Press, 
2016. 

Frank, Gillian. Save our Children: Sexual Politics and Cultural 
Conservatism in the United States, 1965-1990. Philadel-
phia: University of Pennsylvania Press, forthcoming. 

— and Heather White, eds. Devotions and Desires: Histo-
ries of Sexuality and Religion in the Twentieth Century 
United States. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, forthcoming 2017.

Haberkern, Phillip N. Patron Saint and Prophet: Jan Hus in 
the Bohemian and German Reformations. New York: 
Oxford University Press, 2016.

Jackson, Timothy P. Political Agape: Christian Love and Lib-
eral Democracy. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, 2015.

Jorgensen, David W.  Treasure Hidden in a Field: Early Chris-
tian Reception of the Gospel of Matthew.  Berlin: De 
Gruyter, 2016. 

Kaell, Hillary, ed. Religious Lives and Land-
scapes in Contemporary Quebec. Montreal: 
McGill-Queens University Press, forth-
coming 2017.

—. Walking Where Jesus Walked: American 
Christians and Holy Land Pilgrimage. New 
York: New York University Press, 2015.

Kane, Eileen. Russian Hajj: Empire and the 
Pilgrimage to Mecca. Ithaca: Cornell Uni-
versity Press, 2015.

Kim, Jaeeun. Contested Embrace: Transbor-
der Membership Politics in Twentieth-Cen-
tury Korea. Stanford: Stanford University 
Press, 2016.
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Kittelstrom, Amy. The Religion of Democ-
racy: Seven Liberals and the Amer-
ican Moral Tradition. New York: 
Penguin, 2015. 

Lewis, Thomas A. Why Philosophy Mat-
ters for the Study of Religion—and 
Vice Versa. New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 2015.

LoRusso, James Dennis.  Spirituality, 
Corporate Culture and American 
Business: The Neoliberal Ethic and 
the Spirit of Global Capital. New 
York: Bloomsbury Academic, forth-
coming February 2017. 

Marglin, Jessica M. Across Legal Lines: 
Jews and Muslims in Modern Mo-
rocco. New Haven: Yale University 
Press, forthcoming 2016. 

Michelson, David. The Practical Christology of Philoxenos of 
Mabbug. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2015.

Nepstad, Sharon Erickson. Nonviolent Struggle: Theories, 
Strategies, and Dynamics. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2015.

Offut, Stephen. New Centers of Global Evangelicalism in Latin 
America and Africa. New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2015.

Poor, Sara and Nigel Smith, eds. Mysticism and Reform: 
1400-1750. Notre Dame: University 
of Notre Dame Press, 2015.

Reynolds, Amy. Free Trade and Faithful 
Globalization: Saving the Market. New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 
2014. 

Syed, Mairaj. Coercion and Responsibility 
in Islam: a Study in Ethics and Law. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 
forthcoming November 2016.

Thate, Michael J. and James Carleton-Pag-
et, eds. Albert Schweitzer in Thought 
and Action: A Life in Parts. Syracuse: 
Syracuse University Press, forthcom-
ing November 2016.  

Whalen-Bridge, John. Tibet on Fire: Bud-
dhism, Protest and the Rhetoric of Self-Im-
molation. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2015.

Young, Stuart. Conceiving the Indian 
Buddhist Patriarchs in China. Honolulu: 
University of Hawaii Press, 2015.

Ziegler, Philip G. Eternal God, Eternal 
Life: Theological Investigations into the 
Concept of Immortality. London: T&T 
Clark/Bloomsbury, 2016. 

— and Michael Mawson, eds. Christ, 
Church and World: New Studies in Bon-
hoeffer’s Theology and Ethics. London: 
T&T Clark/Bloomsbury, 2016.

Journal Articles and Book Chapters	 	
		
Abbas, Megan Brankley. “Battling Over the Bureaucracy: The 

10 October Incident and Intra-Muslim Conflict under 
Sukarno’s Guided Democracy.” Indonesia and the Malay 
World 43, no. 126 (2015): 207-225.

Bell, James. “Anglicans in North America, 1662-1829.” In Es-
tablishment and Empire: the Development of Anglican-
ism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, forthcoming. 

Bevilacqua, Alexander. “How to Organize the Orient: D’Her-
belot and the Bibliothèque Orientale.” Journal of the 

Warburg and Courtauld Institutes (forth-
coming 2016).

Booker, Vaughn. “An Authentic Record of 
My Race: Exploring the Popular Narratives 
of African American Religion in the Music 
of Duke Ellington.” Religion and American 
Culture 25, no. 1 (2015): 1-36.

Bulman, William J. “Religion, Enlighten-
ment, and the Paradox of Innovation.” In 
Religion and Innovation: Antagonists or 
Partners? edited by Donald A. Yerxa. New 
York: Bloomsbury Academic, 2015.

Bush, Stephen S. “Religion against Dom-
ination: The Politics of William James’s 
Individualism.” Journal of the American 

http://www.kentuckypress.com/live/title_detail.php?titleid=3492#.V9GJUvkrJD8
http://www.kentuckypress.com/live/title_detail.php?titleid=3492#.V9GJUvkrJD8
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/faith-in-the-new-millennium-9780199372706?cc=us&lang=en&
http://www.brill.com/products/book/late-sixteenth-century-chinese-buddhist-fellowship
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/patron-saint-and-prophet-9780190280734?q=haberkern&lang=en&cc=us
http://www.eerdmans.com/Products/7246/political-agape.aspx
http://www.eerdmans.com/Products/7246/political-agape.aspx
http://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=24290
http://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=24290
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/faith-in-the-new-millennium-9780199372706?cc=us&lang=en&
http://yalebooks.com/book/9780300218466/across-legal-lines
http://yalebooks.com/book/9780300218466/across-legal-lines
http://syracuseuniversitypress.syr.edu/fall-2016/albert-schweitzer-thought-action.html
http://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9781137373731
http://www.bloomsbury.com/us/eternal-god-eternal-life-9780567666833/
http://www.bloomsbury.com/us/eternal-god-eternal-life-9780567666833/
http://yalebooks.com/book/9780300218466/across-legal-lines
http://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9781137373731
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Academy of Religion 83, no. 3 (2015): 
750-779.

—. “Sovereignty and Cruelty: Self-Affirma-
tion, Self-Dissolution, and the Batail-
lean Subject.” In Negative Ecstasies: 
Georges Bataille and the Study of Reli-
gion, edited by Jeremy Biles and Kent 
L. Brintnall. New York: Fordham Uni-
versity Press, 2015.

Cadge, Wendy, Julia Bandini, Sara Shostok 
and David Cunningham. “Assessing 
Learning in a Sociology Department: 
What Do Students Say That They 
Learn?” Assessment and Evaluation 
in Higher Education 41, no. 3 (2016): 
1-13.

—, Laura Olson and Margaret Clendenen. “Idiosyncratic 
Prophets: Personal Style in the Prayers of Congressio-
nal Chaplains, 1990-2010” Journal of Church and State 
(2015). doi:10.1093/jcs/csv093.

—, Julia Bandini, “The Evolution of Spiritual Assessment 
Tools in Healthcare” Society 52, no. 5 (2015):  430-437.

—, Nicole Fox, and Qiong Lin. “‘Watch Over Us Sweet An-
gels:’ How Loved Ones Remember Babies in a Hospital 
Memory Book” Omega: Journal of Death and Dying 73, 
no. 4 (2016): 287-307.

—, Angelika Zollfrank, Kelly Trevino, Tyler VanderWeele, 
Michael Balboni, Kathleen Gallivan, George Fitch-
ett, Mary Martha Thiel, and Tracy Balboni. “Teaching 
Healthcare Providers How to Provide Spiritual Care: 
A Pilot Study.” Journal of Palliative 
Medicine 18, no. 5 (2015): 408-14.

—, Andrew Courtwright, Sharon Brack-
ett, Erik L. Krakauer and Ellen M. 
Robinson. “Experience with a Hos-
pital Policy on Not Offering Car-
diopulmonary Resuscitation When 
Believed More Harmful than Benefi-
cial.” Journal of Critical Care 30, no. 1 
(2015): 173-177.

Cann, Candi K. “Mothers and Spirits: 
Religious Identity, Alcohol, and 
Death.” Religions 7, no. 7 (2016): 94. 
doi:10.3390/rel7070094.

Carbine, Rosemary P. “Creating Com-
munities of Justice and Peace: Sac-

ramentality and Public Catholicism in the 
United States.” Journal for the Academic 
Study of Religion 29, no. 2 (2016).  Special 
issue on Women and Religious Authority.   

—. “Feminist Perspectives on Public The-
ology as Integral Ecology.”  In Planetary 
Solidarity: Global Women’s Voices on Chris-
tian Doctrine and Climate Justice, edited by 
Grace Si-Jun Kim and Hilda P Koster.  Min-
neapolis: Fortress Press, forthcoming 2017. 

—. “Placards, Icons, and Protests: Insights 
into Antiracist Activism from Feminist 
Public Theology.” In The Gift of Theology: 
The Contribution of Kathryn Tanner, edited 
by Rosemary P. Carbine and Hilda P. Koster, 
313-344. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2015.

—. “Rival Powers: Catholics Confront the Climate Crisis.” 
In Theologies of Failure, edited by Roberto Sirvent and 
Duncan Reyburn. Eugene, Oregon: Cascade Books, 
forthcoming 2017. 

Connor, Phillip, and Matthias Koenig. “Explaining the Mus-
lim Employment Gap in Western Europe: Individu-
al-Level Effects and Ethno-Religious Penalties.” Social 
Science Research 49 (2015): 191-201.

Davis, Rebecca L. “‘These are a Swinging Bunch of People”: 
Sammy Davis, Jr., Religious Conversion and the Col-
or of Jewish Ethnicity.” American Jewish History 100 
(2016): 25-50.

Dubler, Joshua. “Overlooking Race and Secularism in Mus-
lim Philadelphia.” In Race and Secularism in America, 

edited by Jonathon S. Kahn and Vincent 
W. Lloyd. New York: Columbia University 
Press, 2016.

Edgell, Penny, and Heather Hofmeister. 
“The Relevance of Place and Family Stage 
for Styles of Community Involvement.” 
Community, Work & Family 18, no. 1 
(2015): 58-78.

Engel, Katherine Carté. “The Founding 
Fathers in Modern America.” In Faith in 
the New Millennium, edited by Matthew 
Avery Sutton and Darren Dochuk, 7-24. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 2015.

—. “Revisiting the Bishop Controversy.” In 
The American Revolution Reborn, edited 
by Patrick Spero and Michael Zuckerman. 

Philadelphia: University of Pennsylva-
nia Press, forthcoming 2016.

—. “Triangulating Religion and the Ameri-
can Revolution through Jedidiah Morse.” 
Common-Place 15, no. 3 (Spring 2015).

Farneth, Molly. “Hegel’s Sacramental Poli-
tics: Confession, Forgiveness, and Ab-
solute Spirit.” Journal of Religion 95, 
no. 2 (2015): 183-197.

Frank, Gillian. “Gay Rights and Religion: A 
NOTCHES Special Issue” NOTCHES: 
(re)marks on the history of sexuality. 
http://notchesblog.com/2016/02/16/
gay-rights-and-religion-a-notches-
special-issue/.

—. “Think About that Special Man on His Way Home to You: 
Evangelical Women and the Politics of Marriage in the 
1970s.” In Porno Chic and the Sex Wars: The Destabiliza-
tion of American Culture and Politics in the 1970s, edited 
by Carolyn Bronstein and Whitney Strub. Boston: Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Press, 2016. 

—. “When Rabbis Broke the Law to Help Women in Crisis.” 
Forward. June 17, 2016: 14-15.

—, with Lynne Gerber. “AIDS, Sexuality and American Re-
ligion: An Interview With Anthony Petro.” NOTCHES: 
(re)marks on the history of sexuality. http://notchesblog.
com/2016/02/16/gay-rights-and-religion-a-notches-
special-issue/.

Frederick, Marla. “Mediated Missions: The Gospel Accord-
ing to Women.” Missiology: An International Review 43, 
no. 2 (2015): 121-136.

—. “The Interspecies Logic of ‘Race’ in Co-
lonial Peru: San Martín de Porres’ An-
imal Brotherhood.” In Sainthood and 
Race: Marked Flesh, Holy Flesh, edited 
by Molly H. Bassett and Vincent W. 
Lloyd, 82-101. New York: Routledge, 
Taylor and Francis Group, 2015.

Garcia, Alfredo, and Heather Kugelmass. 
“Mental Disorder among Nonreligious 
Adolescents.” Mental Health, Religion 
& Culture, July 20, 2015.

Guyatt, Nicholas. “‘The Future Empire of 
Our Freedmen’: Republican Coloni-
zation Schemes in Texas and Mexi-

co, 1861-1865.” In Civil War Wests, edited 
by Adam Arenson and Andrew Graybill, 
95-117. Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 2015.

Haberkern, Phillip. “The Longest Reforma-
tion: Questions and Conflict over the True 
Church in the Czech Lands.” In Companion 
to the Reformation in Central Europe, edited 
by Howard Louthan and Graeme Murdock. 
Boston: Brill, 2015.

Hackett, Conrad. “The Gender Gap in Re-
ligion around the World.” http://www.pew-
forum.org/2016/03/22/the-gender-gap-in-
religion-around-the-world/.

—, Macin Stonawski, Michaela Potancoko-
va, Brian J. Grim, and Vegard Skirbekk. “The Future Size 
of Religiously Affiliated and Unaffiliated Populations.” 
Demographic Research 32 (2015): 829-842. Winner of 
the American Sociological Association religion section 
paper prize.

Hoffman, Michael T., and Elizabeth Nugent. “Communal 
Religion and Support for Armed Parties: Evidence from 
Lebanon.” Journal of Conflict Resolution, June 25, 2015.

Hopper, Briallen. “Fundamentalism.” In Keywords for Southern 
Studies, edited by Scott Romine and Jennifer Rae Greeson. 
Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 2016. 

Johnston, Erin F. “The Enlightened Self: Identity and Aspira-
tion in Two Communities of Practice.” Religions 7, no. 7 
(2016): 92. doi:10.3390/rel7070092.

Joseph, Jason Ananda. “Specters of Reason: Kantian Things 
and the Fragile Terrors of Philosophy.” J19: 
The Journal of Nineteenth-Century Ameri-
canists 3, no. 1 (2015): 204-211.

Kaell, Hillary. “Born-again Seeking: Ex-
plaining the Gentile Majority in Messianic 
Judaism.” Religion 45, no. 1 (2015): 42-65.

—. “Under the Law of God: Mimetic Disciple-
ship and Obligation among Christians Living 
Jewishly.” Journal of the Royal Anthropological 
Institute 22, no. 3 (2016): 496-515.

— and Sarah Imhoff. “Lineage Matters: DNA, 
Race, and Gene Talk in Judaism and Messi-
anic Judaism.” Religion and American Culture 
(forthcoming January 2017).
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Khalek, Nancy. “Medieval Muslim Martyrs to 
the Plague: Venerating the Companions 
of Mu .hammad in The Jordan Valley.” In 
Saints and Sacred Matter: The Cult of Rel-
ics in Byzantium and Beyond, edited by 
Cynthia Hahn and Holger Klein. Wash-
ington, D.C.: Dumbarton Oaks Research 
Library and Collection, 2015.

Lewis, Thomas A. “Hegel’s Determinate Re-
ligion Today: Foreign yet Not So Far 
Away.” In Religion und Religioned im 
Deutschen Idealismus: Schleiermacher 
- Hegel - Schelling, edited by Friedrich 
Hermanni, Burkhard Nonnenmach-
er, and Friedrike Shick, 211-31. Col-
legium Metaphysicum 13. Tübingen: 
Mohr Siebeck, 2015.

—. “Overcoming a Stumbling Block: A Nontraditional Hegel 
for Religious Studies.” The Journal of Religion 95, no. 2 
(2015): 198-212.

Lindsey, Rachel McBride. ““The Mirror of All Perfection”: Je-
sus and the Strongman in America, 1893–1920.” Ameri-
can Quarterly 68, no. 1 (2016): 23-47.

Lofton, Kathryn. “Consider the Neoliberal in American Reli-
gion.” In Religion and the Marketplace in the United States, 
edited by Philip Goff, Detlef Junker, and Jan Stievermann, 
269-288. New York: Oxford University Press, 2015.

Marglin, Jessica. “Between Tolerance and Persecution: North 
Africans on North African Jewish History.” In After Ori-
entalism: Critical Perspectives on Western Agency and 
Eastern Re-appropriations, edited by François Pouillon 
and Jean-Claude Vatin. Leiden: Brill, 2015.

Miller, David W., and Faith Wambura 
Ngunjiri. “Leadership Views on Cor-
porate Chaplains: Business, Socio-
cultural, and Spiritual Justifications.” 
Journal of Management, Spirituality & 
Religion 12, no. 2 (2015): 129-155.

Petro, Anthony. “Beyond Accountability: 
The Queer Archive of Catholic Sexu-
al Abuse.” Radical History Review 122 
(2015): 160-176.

Pfeifer, Helen. “Encounter After the Con-
quest: Scholarly Gatherings in 16th 
Century Ottoman Damascus.” Inter-
national Journal of Middle East Studies 
47, no. 2 (2015): 219-239.

Rabb, Intisar. “‘Reasonable Doubt’ in Islam-
ic Law.” Yale Journal of International Law 
40, no. 1 (2015): 41-94.

Reed, Annette Yoshiko. “The Afterlives of 
New Testament Apocrypha.” Journal of Bib-
lical Literature 134, no. 2 (2015): 401-425.

Rigueur, Leah Wright, and Tehama Lopez 
Bunyasi. “‘Breaking Bad’ in Black and White: 
What Ideological Deviance Can Tell Us 
About the Construction of ‘Authentic’ Racial 
Identities.” Polity 47, no. 2 (2015): 175-198.

Rock-Singer, Aaron. “A Pious Public: Islam-
ic Magazines and Revival in Egypt, 1976-
1981.” British Journal of Middle Eastern 
Studies 42, no. 4 (2015): 427-446.

Sango, Asuka. “Buddhist Debate in Medieval Japan.” Religion 
Compass 9, no. 7 (2015): 216-225.	

Schnable, Allison. “Religion and Giving for International 
Aid: Evidence from a Survey of U.S. Church Members.” 
Sociology of Religion 76, no. 1 (2015): 72-94.

Sideris, Lisa. “On Letting a Thousand Flowers Bloom: Re-
ligious Scholarship in a Time of Crisis.” Journal of the 
American Academy of Religion 83, no. 2 (2015): 356-372.

—. “Forbidden Fruit: Wonder, Religious Narrative, and the 
Quest for the Atomic Bomb.” In Technofutures and the 
Sacred: Transdisciplinary Perspectives, edited by Celia 
Deane-Drummond, Sigurd Bergmann, and Bronislaw 
Szerszynsk. Burlington: Ashgate, 2015.

—. “Contested Wonder: Biological Reductionism and Chil-
dren’s Nature Study.” Journal of Religion and 
Society, Supplement Series 11 (2015).

Springs, Jason A. “Hans Frei’s Later Chris-
tology: Radiance and Obscurity.” Pro Eccle-
sia 24, no. 1 (2015): 37-52.

—. “Religion and Peacebuilding in Contexts 
of Structural and Cultural Violence.” In The 
Oxford Handbook of Religion, Conflict, and 
Peacebuilding, edited by Atalia Omer, Scott 
Appleby, and David Little. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2015.

—. “A Tale of Two Islamophobias: The Para-
dox of Civic Nationalism in Contemporary 
Europe and the United States.” Soundings 
98, no. 3 (2015): 289-321.

—. “To Let Suffering Speak: Can Peace-
building Overcome the Unrepresent-
ability of Suffering? Elaine Scarry and 
the Case of Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” Peace 
and Change 40, no. 4 (2015): 539-560.

Steele, Liza. “Income Inequality, Equal Op-
portunity, and Attitudes about Redis-
tribution.” Social Science Quarterly 96, 
no. 2 (2015): 444-464.

Tannous, Jack. “The Life of Simeon of the 
Olives: A Christian Puzzle from Islam-
ic Syria.” In Motions of Late Antiquity: 
Essays on Religion, Politics, and Society 
in Honour of Peter Brown, edited by J. 
Kreiner and H. Reimitz, 309-330. Turn-
hout: Brepols, 2016.

Thate, Michael J. “Labor and the Social Order.” Cosmologics 
(Spring 2016) http://cosmologicsmagazine.com/mi-
chael-thate-augustine/.

—. “The Last Metamorphosis of Labor: Work, Technology, 
and the End of the World.” In Apocalypses in Context: 
Apocalyptic Currents Through History, edited by Kelly J. 
Murphy and Justin Jeffcoat Schedtler, 289-312. Minne-
apolis: Fortress Press, 2016.

— and Douglas James Davies, eds. “Religion and the Individu-
al: Belief, Practice, and Identity.” Religions 7, no. 7 (2016). 

—. “The Third Moralist: The Function of 
Nietzsche within Schweitzer’s Kulturphil-
osophie” and “An Anachronism in the Afri-
can Jungle? Reassessing Schweitzer’s African 
Legacy.” In Albert Schweitzer in Thought and 
Action: A Life in Parts. Syracuse: Syracuse 
University Press, forthcoming 2016.  

Wildeman, Christopher, Andrew Papachris-
tos and Elizabeth Roberto. “Tragic, but not 
Random: The Social Contagion of Nonfatal 
Gunshot Injuries.” Social Science and Medi-
cine 125 (2015): 139-150.

—, and Evelyn J. Patterson. “Mass Imprison-
ment and the Life Course Revisited: Cumula-
tive Years Spent Imprisoned and Marked for 
Working-age Black and White Men.” Social 

Science Research 53 (2015): 325-337.

—, and Kirstin Turney. “Detrimental for Some? Heterogeneous 
Effects of Maternal Incarceration on Child Wellbeing.” 
Criminology and Public Policy 14, no. 1 (2015): 125-156.

—, and Lars H. Anderson. “Cumulative Risks of Paternal 
and Maternal Incarceration in Denmark and the United 
States.” Demographic Research 32 (2015): 1567-1580.

Wunder, Amanda. “Women’s Fashions and Politics in Seven-
teenth-Century Spain: The Rise and Fall of the Guardain-
fante.” Renaissance Quarterly 68, no. 1 (2015): 133-186.

A conference on Faith and Community in the Mediterranean held in Iasi, Romania in 
March 2016 included no less than eight CSR alumni participants, who sent us this picture.
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NEXT YEAR

People
Faith and Work Postdoctoral Fellows
Nicoleta Acatrinei is an economist who started her 
career as an executive in banking. However, the busi-
ness world, mainly the altruistic behavior of her cli-
ents, forced her to inquire about the relevance of the 
assumption of the egoistic nature of homo oeconomic-
us. This research question became the cornerstone of 
her academic trajectory covering fields as theology, 
anthropology, moral decision making and work psy-
chology. She received her Ph.D. in 2014 from Swiss 
Graduate School of Public Administration (IDHEAP), 
Switzerland, entitled “Work motivation and pro-social 
behavior in the delivery of public services: theoretical 
and empirical insights.” By combining behavioral eco-
nomics with work motivation, she demonstrated that 
intrinsic and extrinsic motivations may coexist simul-
taneously, and that both types of motivation may foster 
pro-social and altruist behavior at work. She has pub-
lished several books, book chapters and journal arti-
cles, including Saint John Chrysostom and Homo oeco-
nomicus (2008), Let’s talk about money, let’s talk about 
human nature (2007), and The determinants of work 
motivation in the delivery of public services: the case of 
the Swiss education sector (2015). In addition to con-
tributing to ongoing research at Princeton’s Faith and 
Work initiative, she will be working on an innovative 
mindfulness management program inspired from the 
patristic literature.

James Dennis LoRusso completed his Ph.D. in Amer-
ican Religious Cultures at Emory University in Atlanta. 
His research addresses broadly the intersection of reli-
gion, spirituality, and political economy in the United 
States. Drawing on ethnography, cultural history, and 
critical theory, his dissertation, “The Libertarian Ethic 
and the Spirit of Global Capital,” asserts that interest in 
spirituality in the workplace has grown alongside and 
in relation to broad socio-economic changes over the 
last half century, with particular attention to globaliza-
tion and the shift to a post-manufacturing economy. In 
addition to contributing to ongoing research at Princ-
eton’s Faith and Work initiative, he will be investigat-
ing how an increasing number of American firms are 
incorporating practices such as “mindfulness medita-
tion” into the workplace as a means to reduce employee 
stress, increase productivity, and improve morale. 

Affiliate Fellows
Rebecca L. Davis is an Associate Professor of History, 
with a joint appointment in Women and Gender Stud-
ies, at the University of Delaware (on leave 2016-2017). 
She worked on her first book as a Postdoctoral Fellow 
at the CSR during the 2006-2007 academic year. That 
book, More Perfect Unions: The American Search for 
Marital Bliss (Harvard, 2010) explores how clergy, so-
cial workers, mental health professionals, and others 
created and shaped a new profession of marriage coun-
seling; how religious and scientific experts collaborated 
to encourage marital success; and how marriage grew 
in importance to American religious groups as a result. 
She is the author of several articles about the intersec-
tions of religion and sexuality, including “‘My Homo-
sexuality is Getting Worse Every Day’: Norman Vincent 
Peale, Psychiatry, and the Liberal Protestant Response 
to Same-Sex Desires in Mid-Twentieth Century Amer-
ica,” in American Christianities: A History of Dominance 
and Diversity, edited by Catherine Brekus and W. Clark 
Gilpin (University of North Carolina Press, 2011), a 
winner of the 2012 LGBT Religious History Award. She 
is currently writing a new book about religious conver-
sion and ideas of self-transformation in the postwar 
United States, and editing a book about the history of 
heterosexuality in North America. She is delighted to be 
back at the CSR this year.

Gillian Frank received his Ph.D. from the Department 
of American Studies at Brown University. He recently 
completed an American Council of Learned Societies 
New Faculty Fellowship with the Department of His-
tory at Stony Brook University. Frank has published on 
the intertwined histories of religion, conservatism, sex-
uality and gender in the United States. His work has ap-
peared in venues such as Gender and History, Journal of 
the History of Sexuality and Journal of Religion and Pop-
ular Culture.  He is currently working on a book project 
entitled Save Our Children: Sexual Politics and Cultur-
al Conservatism in the United States, 1965-1990, which 
will be published with University of Pennsylvania Press.  
Save Our Children explores the rise of political and reli-
gious conservatism between 1965 and 1990 by focusing 
on how social and political movements used the image 
of endangered children to redefine religious and civil 
rights and cultural mores. Frank is the editor and a reg-
ular contributor to NOTCHES: (re)marks on the histo-
ry of sexuality (www.notchesblog.com), which is hosted 

by the Raphael Samuel History Centre and advances the 
Centre’s mission of encouraging the widest accessibili-
ty and interest in the history of sexuality. Frank is also 
co-editing an anthology on Histories of Sexuality and 
Religion in the 20th Century United States. 

Brendan Pietsch is Assistant Professor of Religious 
Studies at Nazarbayev University, in Astana, Kazakh-
stan, on leave in 2016-2017. He received a Ph.D. in 
2011 from Duke University in American religious his-
tory. His first book, Dispensational Modernism (Oxford, 
2015), examines the taxonomic impulses of early Amer-
ican Protestant fundamentalism and the use of scientif-
ic rhetoric and engineering values in producing confi-
dent religious knowledge. While at Princeton he will be 
researching the early-twentieth-century development 
of sciences of the family—related to housing, hygiene, 
eugenics, immigration, and gender—and their role in 
naturalizing a modern American religious understating 
of the moral nuclear family as an ecumenical and trans-
national concern with traditional family values.

Graduate Student Fellows
Religion and Culture Seminar 
(led by John Gager)

Abraham Berkovitz, Religion, “The Practice of Psalms 
in Late Antiquity”

Daniel Blank, English, “The University Stage and its 
Adversaries in Reformation England”

Holly Borham, Art and Archaeology, “The Art of Con-
fession: Picturing Lutheranism, Calvinism, and Cathol-
icism in Northwest Germany, 1580-1620” 

Ireri Chavez Barcenas, Music, “Singing in the City of 
Angels: Ritual, Identity, and Devotion in Post-Triden-
tine Puebla do los Angeles”

Emily Goshey, Religion, “Clothing, Coffee, and Casting 
Spells: an Omani-Ibadi Struggle for Orthodoxy”

Kwi Jeong Lee, Religion, “Remaking the Image: Dis-
courses of Buddhist Icon Worship in Medieval China 
(ca. 300-850 CE)”

Morgan Robinson, History, “An Uncommon Standard: Students, 
Missionaries, and the Standardization of Swahili, 1864-1925”

Henry Shapiro, History, “The Great Armenian Flight: 
The Celali Revolts and the Rise of Western Armenian 
Society”

Wasim Shiliwala, Near Eastern Studies, “Islamic Law 
for a Modern Public”

Religion and Public Life Seminar
(led by Robert Wuthnow)

Timothy Benedict, Religion, “Spiritual Care in Japa-
nese Hospice” 

Jessamin Birdsall, Sociology, “Comparative Study of 
South Asian Muslim Integration in the U.S. and U.K.”

Megan Eardley, Architecture, “From Blood River to 
Blackwater: Security Cultures in the Dutch Reformed 
Church”

Onur Gunay, Anthropology, “Becoming Kurdish: Mi-
gration, Labor, and Political Islam in Contemporary 
Turkey”

Alyssa Maldonado, Religion, “Lifeblood of the Parish: 
Men and Catholic Practice in Williamsburg, Brooklyn”

Heath Pearson, Anthropology, “The Carceral Outside: 
Living and Laboring in a New Jersey Prison Town”

Leslie Ribovich, Religion, “Moral Education in Devo-
tion’s Wake: A History of Teaching Religion, Morality, 
and Race in 1950s-1960s New York City Public Schools”

Ramina Sotoudeh, Sociology, “A Cross-National Com-
parison of Love and Piety in the Muslim World”

Beth Stroud, Religion, “A Loftier Race: American Lib-
eral Protestants and Eugenics, 1877-1980”

Grace Tien, Sociology, “Confucian and Protestant Eth-
ics and the Spirit of Chinese Capitalism”

Taylor Winfield, Sociology, “Kiruv on North American 
College Campuses: Outreach Strategies of Jewish Orga-
nizations”

Kyla Young, History, “Vested in Faith: A Religious His-
tory of American Stockholders”

http://www.notchesblog.com
http://www.raphael-samuel.org.uk/
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Events
Planning for 2016-2017 is underway. Further details (in-
cluding co-sponsors of the below events) are posted on 
the Center’s website (csr.princeton.edu) as they become 
available. 

“Reflections on the 500th Anniversary of the Venice 
Ghetto” with Mitchell Duneier, Department of Sociol-
ogy, and students, Fall 2016

Northeast Milton Seminar Annual Meeting, featuring 
keynote lecture by Laura Knoppers, Notre Dame, or-
ganized by Nigel Smith, Department of English, Sep-
tember 16-17, 2016

“Billy Graham and American Politics” Lecture by Grant 
Wacker, Duke University, September 29, 2016

Program in African Studies Opening Lecture with Cati 
Coe, Rutgers University, and Afe Adogame, Princeton 
Theological Seminary, October 5, 2016 

Coffee Chat with David Voas, University of Manches-
ter, October 26, 2016

“Epic Tales from India,” Princeton University Art Mu-
seum Exhibition and related academic and public pro-
gramming, including a Scholars Day, a Public Lecture 
by guest curator Marika Sardar, San Diego Museum of 
Art, and other events, November 19, 2016-February 5, 
2017

The Doll Family Interview on Religion and Money, fea-
turing Myron Ulman, Chief Executive Officer (retired), 
J.C. Penney Co., moderated by David W. Miller, Faith 

& Work Initiative, November 30, 2016

Coffee Chat with Robert Orsi, Northwestern 
University, February 15, 2017 

Second Undergraduate Judaic Studies Con-
ference, organized by Yael Lilienthal ’19 and 
Matthew Kritz ’18, February 19, 2017

“Beyond Stonewall: New Histories of Religion 
and Sexuality in America” Symposium orga-
nized by Wallace Best, Department of Reli-
gion, featuring Heather R. White, University 
of Puget Sound, and Anthony M. Petro, Bos-
ton University, Spring 2017

Sponsored Course
“Art and Music in the Middle Ages” taught by 
Beatrice Kitzinger, Art and Archaeology, and 
Jamie Reuland, Music, Spring 2017 Under-
graduate Course 

Center for the Study of Religion
Princeton University
5 Ivy Lane
Princeton, NJ 08540
609-258-5545
csr.princeton.edu
facebook.com/PrincetonCSR
twitter.com/PrincetonCSR

http://csr.princeton.edu
http://csr.princeton.edu
http://facebook.com/PrincetonCSR
http://twitter.com/PrincetonCSR
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